World War II from a Chinese Perspective:
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INTRODUCTION

On September 18, 1931, the Japanese Army moved
quickly to occcupy Manchuria, and what resulted was a war with
China that would last fourteen years. On May 8, 1945, victory by
the Allied Forces was declared in Europe, but the defeat of Ja-
pan was still three months away. Although Japan surrendered
on August 14, the “ceremony of surrender” took place aboard
the battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay on September 2. Recently,
we have celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the war.
We have celebrated our victory in Asia as well as our victory in
Europe. Nevertheless, our future is bound to that of both our
Asian neighbors and our European neighbors, a matter which
we cannot afford to overlook. '

The below interview with Zhou Erfu (i {#) was conducted
at his home in Beijing on June 12, 1994, and in the Reception
Room of the Ministry of Culture in Beijing on July 2, 1994. In the
interview Zhou speaks about his involvement in the war with
Japan, a war which finally ended with the signing of the surren-
der documents aboard the battleship Missourii Focusing on
World War Il as it was carried out in Asia, Zhou also addresses
larger issues concerning that war.

' Always concerned for the struggles of the Chinese people,
Zhou Erfu was appointed Secretary General of the United Front
Department of the East China Bureau of the Communist Party’s
Central Committee in 1949, He worked on the party’s Shanghai
Municipal Committee, served as a national committee member
of the China Peace Committee, as a council member of the Union
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of Chinese Writers, and as Vice President of the China-Japan
Friendship Association. In 1978 he became Deputy Secretary
General of the Fifth National Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference and in the same year
was appointed Vice Minister of the Ministry of Culture.

Working tirelessly to improve friendship and cultural ex-
change between China and other countries, Zhou led many
culturai delegations and artistic groups to such places as India,
Burma, Indonesia, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Czecho-
slovakia, the Soviet Union, Switzerland, Japan, Mexico, Cuba,
Korea, Romania, Yugoslavia, Syria, Jordan, Tunisia, France,
and Germany. A taiented writer in several genres (novel, short
story, poetry, drama, and essay), Zhou has been very produc-
tive. His works inciude Moming in Shanghai ( FBHRRE), The
Story of Dr. Bethune (GKB:kk), Swallows Cliff (efgeE), Chil-
dren of Xiliushui (FR¥ikEIEF), Spring in the Valley (1Li5#86Y
FX), People’'s Soldiers (3 ), When Niv Yonggui Was
Wounded (4=5k @& 1%8), Touring the Shanxi-Qabar-Hebei Region
{(B=M1{T), A New Starfing Point (FiJiEEk), Reminiscences
About Southeast Asia (SEmaLagrEn), Torch (kJ8), and In Memory
of Premier Zhou Enlai (15 5#238). Most recently, he has com-
pleted the multi-volume historical novel about World War | enti-
tled The Panorama of the Great Wall (BR¥#EEE).

For assistance in preparing this paper for publication, |
want to thank Zhao Huazhi, who arranged for me to interview
Zhou Erfu; Zhao Yuming (#4=$£), who served as interpreter,
and Sui Gang (fg#l), who throughout the process of editing and
shaping demonstrated great patience as we quibbled over the
meanings of Chinese words and expressions.
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EeMaster: When were you in the United States?

Zhou: 1984.

LeMaster: You’ve said you began writing poems in the 1930s.

Zhou: [ have been writing for more than sixty years.

LeMaster: Are you from Beijing?

Zhou: 1 was born in Nanjing. I went to a Y.M.C.A. Middle Schocl
(BBHEFEYFE) there. Later on | was a student in Guanghua Uni-
versity (FEEXRE) in Shanghai.'

LeMaster: And after that, what did you do?

Zhou: | graduated in 1938, when the Anti-Japanese War began. | was
in the war in the Northwest and the Southwest. I was in the army. In
the Northwest 1 was mainly attached to the Eighth Route Army. In
the Southwest | was mainly involved with the Central Army, the
army controlled by the Guomindang (BIR3).

LeMaster: So you were on both sides.

Zhou: In 1946 1 went with General Marshall, General Zhang Zhizhong
(5R¥&4), and Zhou Enlai (BB 7K) to a reconciliation meeting between
the Communist Party and the Guomindang. General Zhang Zhizhong
represented the Guomindang. | talked with General Marshall as a
reporter. [ also visited and talked with other American generals. Later |
worked in Hong Kong for three years, and upon the founding of New
China in 1949, 1 began to work in Shanghai. I worked there for ten
years, and | came to Beijing in 1959,

LeMaster: Were you writing all this time? Were you writing in the
army, for example?

Zhou: After the founding of New China in 1949, | held various offices
in associations for cultural refations with foreign countries. | heid
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positions in different associations in culture and media sectors. Later
on I became Vice Minister of the Ministry of Culture.

LeMaster: When were you Vice Minister?

Zhou: From 1978 through 1982. And after that I took positions in the
Friendship Associations. Although these positions may appear not so
relevant to the writing of literature, I think that they are very conducive
to it,

LeMaster: Why? What are the Friendship Associations, and how are
they conducive to the writing of literature?

Zhou: For instance, the novel Morning in Shanghai is mainly about
the reform of capitalist industry and commerce. When I was director of
the Reconciliation Association, 1 did these kinds of jobs. The main job
in the association—from the Communist Party side—was to reconcile
differences among the various sectors—including the commercial,
industrial and capitalist sectors. In Shanghai this kind of reconciliation
job was very important. It was in this way that I knew the situation
about Shanghai concerning industry and commerce more than other
writers did. Without holding a position as leader, as director of the
Reconciliation Association, [ would not have written Morning in
Shanghai. | worked for some time in the Communist army, and
through holding such important positions I had access to different
directors from the party sector, from the political sector, and from
other sectors. During the Anti-Japanese War, [ had close relations with
many generals and top directors from the Communist side and the
Guomindang side.

LeMaster: Guomindang?

Zhou: Both sides. After the founding of New China, I visited many
countries on five continents, and I had access to many foreign officials
on a level higher than that of minister. Therefore | have been able to
write another very long novel, The Panorama of the Great Wall. 1t is
in 5ix volumes, and in Chinese it is more thar 3,700,000 words.
LeMaster: Has The Panoramu of the Great Wall been published?
Zhou: Five volumes have been published, and the sixth volume will be
published late this year.

LeMaster: Do you work every day?
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Zhou: I write daily.

LeMaster: Where do you get your sources, other than from memory ?
Zhou: From first-hand experience—from notes taken. On different
occasions | meet people, foreign and Chinese. I meet officials. I con-
duct interviews, and | look through many documents that at one time
were very confidential, under the contro! of the party. I have access to
them. I have access to confidential documents, such documents as the
letters and communications between and among President Roosevelt,
Winston Churchill, Chang Kaishek (#/G), and Mao Zedong (£&
5). | also have notes taken at different international conferences be-
tween China and foreign countries.

LeMaster: | am interested in your opinions on President Roosevelt.
Zhou: | think President Roosevelt and the United States contributed
to victory in World War II and therefore to world peace. Even before
Pear] Harbor President Roosevelt said that the United States sup-
ported China against the Japanese, supported the European countries
against the Germans, and that the United States could be the arsenal
for those countries opposing the Nazis. At that time China, the Soviet
Union, and England received much from the United States in terms
of the economy and the military. In my new novel 1 mention such
personalities as Prime Minister Churchill and President Roosevelt. [
also include the Yalta Conference and the Cairo meeting. During the
Anti-Nazi War, there were some arguments over which country
should be attacked first, because at that time there were three Nazi
countries—Japan, Germany, and ltaly. The Guomindang wanted to
attack Japan first. Stalin and Churchill wanted to attack Germany
first, and President Roosevelt supported the idea of attacking Ger-
many first. At the Yalta Conference, President Roosevelt said that
after defeating Germany, the Soviet Union would have to contribute
to an attack on Japan. So at that meeting Stalin promised to attack
Japan three months after victory over Germany. As a result, on May
8 Germany surrendered, and on August 8 the Soviet Union attacked
Japan. Also on August 6 and 9 the United States dropped atomic
bombs and Japan surrendered.
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LeMaster: in America we knew that the Soviet Union contributed
greatly to defeating Germany, but we didn’t hear very much about
their contribution to defeating Japan.

Zhou: In the attack on the Japanese by the Soviet Union in the
Northeast of China, one million Japanese troops were defeated by the
Soviet Union—one million, ali defeated by the Soviet Union. Under
these conditions the Japanese had to surrender. One reason was the
Soviet Union’s attack, and the other was the atomic bombs dropped
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. {n the meantime, Chinese troops were
also fighting Japan.

LeMaster: Yes, but they had to be coordinated so that the Russians
could come from up North and drive the Japanese out and at the same
time the United States had to be prepared to drop the bombs on Na-
gasaki and Hiroshima. The result was that the Japanese were defeated
in both places and had to surrender. In spite of the Cold War that
went on for many years between the United States and the Soviet
Union after that, the dropping of the bombs on Nagasaki and Hi-
roshima contributed significantly to world peace.

Zbou: At that time the general of the Japanese invasion troops, after
eceiving orders to surrender from Emperor Hirohito, wanted to con-
tinue the war and invade Shandong province. And the Japanese troops
back in Japan wanted fo continue the war. The local Japanese war-
lords wanted to continue to fight with America—in Japan. But after
the second atomic bomb, their scheme was finished.

LeMaster: [ think the signing of the peace ook place aboard a ship. |
remember seeing pictures of it on television. MacArthur was a very
fine general.

Zhou: The ambassador to Japan from the United States suggested that
we should not view the Japanese emperor as the one who started the
war, [From 1945-1952 William J. Sebald was actually political advi-
sor rather than ambassador. The U.S. Embassy in Japan was closed
from 1941-1945,] Although China, Britain, the Soviet Union, and the
United States wanted from the beginning to include the Japanese em-
peror as the number one person that deserved to be punished after the
war, this United States ambassador [political advisor] suggested that
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we should not do that because he thought that through the japanese
emperor we could control Japan. This was also a condition imposed
by the Japanese side. The Japanese said that they would surrender but
without including the emperor. The Allied forces agreed. The docu-
ments contain a statement saying that the Japanese emperor was under
the contro! of General MacArthur in leading Japan, because the Japa-
nese emperor had control over the nationals. The Japanese people
were very aggressive and they wanted to fight back.

LeMaster: They still are very aggressive. That’s why they have be-
come such tremendous businessmen all over the world.

Zhou: Even right now, and maybe you’ve heard about it, cabinet
members in Japan want to promulgate the idea that the invasion of
China was not real-—that it never happened.

LeMaster: I have been told that they have even revised their school-
books to reflect that idea, but | want to ask about the two wars that the
U.S. was involved in after World War 1I. These wars were unpopular
in the United States, particularly the second one. The first one was the
Korean War. | would like your opinion about that and then about the
Vietnam War.

Zhou: Well, basically we have always advocated that all the countries
in the worid should cooperate, should live peacefully with each other,
and war is not the best method to achieve that. As for the two sides in
Korea, if they had a disagreement, they should have tatked it
through—negotiated. The best solution does not lie in fighting. While
the United States participated in the war in the name of the United
Nations, it was America that was really in control. If Korea were con-
quered by U.N. or American troops, that would constitute a danger to
China. So at that time, Zhou Enlai, the former premier, said that we
could not afford to ignore the war.

LeMaster: Why? If Korea were conquered by another country, why
would this pose a danger to China?

Zhou: Because China and Korea are very close, separated only by a
river,

LeMaster: But what about now? Korea is stil! divided, and has
been for many years. Did the war accomplish anything?
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Zhow: While there is an agreement concerning the border, there is
tension between the two sides. Nevertheless, the best method is still
through negotiation. We do not favor the American point of view fo
attack or to impose sanctions on North Korea. We should always ne-
gotiate.

LeMaster: Of course, Korea is still divided at the fortieth parallel,
and there’s still no peace. But that war took place forty years ago.
What about the war in Vietnam? Is the answer the same—because it
borders on China. Is any war in Vietnam a threat to China?

Zhou: Yes, Vietnam is a close neighbor to China. It was not wise for
the United States to be involved in the Vietnam War.

LeMaster: The war was very unpopular in the United States.

Zhou: Since World War Il many countries have divided into two
parts—for example, Korea, Germany, Vietnam, and China.
LeMaster: Yes, and you’re right that wars have led to that kind of
division. Instead of a country’s being consolidated, it ends up being
divided.

Zhou: So far the Chinese government still has not taken any measures
fo attack Taiwan. We advocate that we should tackle this problem by
peaceful negotiations, but we do not exclude the possibility of an at-
tack.

LeMaster: | think the wars in which the United States became in-
volved after World War I}, usvally under the sponsorship of the
United Nations, were fought because of the Cold War with Russia.
Russia ended up on one side, and we on the other side. Rather than
fight Russia, or the Soviet Union, the Cold War continued between
the two countries. We fought anyway, not militarily, but they supplied
arms and equipment for one side and we for the other. So it was in
that way we waged war with the Russians for many years.

Zxou: 1 think the United States ought to take measures according to
the five principles of peaceful coexistence. Number one, the United
States should not always act as the only super power anymore, And
the United States should not always act as an international pelice
force. Then it will be welcomed by both East and West.
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LeMaster: Yes, | agree. There’s no justification for the United States
to act as policeman for the world. There’s another reason why the
United States will have to stop acting as policeman. It’s very costly. It
costs the American taxpayers a tremendous amount of money. In al-
most every war, when finally there’s a settlement, the United States
continues to put money into that country or region for many years,
including Taiwan. The United States simply cannot afford to continue
to do that.

Zhou: American taxpayers are always critical of their presidents. 1
heard a story in Washington that the American president thinks he i3
the owner of the house, and that the American public is the guest of
the house. He, the American president, should be the person to be the
guest of the house. The president is not the owner of the government.
He’s the guest. If he could only be convinced of that, the United
States would be better off. '

1eMaster: So it’s about this kind of history that you write in Morning
in Shanghai? What about the other work, the long work, The Pano-
rama of the Great Wall?

Zhou: It’s also history. Without engaging in activities with the public,
and without attending different occasions, I cannot write.

LeMaster: So you write largely from experience, and from interviews
with people.

Zhou: Yes.

LeMaster: What did you do during the Culiural Revolution?

Fhou: | was kicked out. | was kicked out of the Communist Party,
and | was depressed at the time. Morning in Shanghai was criticized,
and | suffered for ten years. Because | wrote that novel, 1 was criti-
cized throughout the Cuitural Revolution.

LeMaster: Did you write Morning in Shanghai during or before the
Cultural Revolution?

Zhou: Before. The first volume was published in 1958,

LeMaster: During the Cultural Revolution, did you stay home and
write or were you sent away to work in the countryside?

Zhou: | was deprived of my freedom for seven years. it was not a
prison in name, but it was like a prison. 1 was incarcerated. I spent
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sixteen years planning before writing The Panorama of the Grear
Wall Back during the time of the Anti-Japanese War itself, I started
to think about writing this novel,

LeMaster: So it has been fifty years?

Zhou: Yes, nearly fifty years for the thinking, but sixteen years in the
writing. I started to write in 1978 and published it volume by volume.
LeMaster: I'm interested in what you think about the present situa-
tion in China, about the increase in the economy, about the increase in
crime, I’'m interested in what you think about the tremendous influx of
money from foreign countries and what the rapid growth of the coun-
try will do to China’s future.

Zhou: Generally speaking, the open door policy has contributed a
great deal to Chinese development. A country’s economy cannot al-
ways move upward. All the sectors—including agricuiture, industry,
and commerce—have to be moved accordingly, in proportion to each
other. Within such efforts at development, an imbalance between and
among agriculture, light industry, heavy industry, and commerce al-
ways occurs. The top leaders of the state shouid make policies that
coordinate all these differences and imbalances. They should also
strive for balance between short-term policy and long-term policy.
Long-term management projects should not be too rumerous. For
instance, if the government invests, puts money into a project that wiil
take more than ten or twenty years to get its money back, such invest-
ments should be fewer in number than short-term projects. Right now
the government is investing in too many long-term projects and prices
in China are rising rapidly. The public is feeling the pressures of infla-
tion, and the government is starting to think about how to balance al]
the sectors of the economy. In this respect, the Chinese government
does not have much experience and needs to improve. In addition, bad
things such as robbery and theft are occurring. There is another very
important thing happening. Too many people from the countryside are
migrating to the cities.

LeMaster: | think the government just published a document allowing
them to migrate freely into the cities.
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Zhou: Yes, and one reason they move is that modernization and

mechanization in agriculture have made many farmers have less work

to do. More than one hundred million farmers have moved.

LeMaster: But the problem will get worse as Chinese farmers use

more equipment and technology. For example, in the United States,

fewer than five percent of the people do the farming, produce all the

crops.

Zhou: The United States does a very good job of producing many

agricultural products and also exporting them.

LeMaster: Yes, and many farmers are still paid not to grow crops

because they can’t seil them. Even on the world market they can’t selb
them, so they’re paid not to grow them. Let’s go back to writing, be-

cause in China there is a whole new generation of young poets who are

writing under Western influence. They’ve abandoned traditional Chi-

nese forms, classical Chinese poetry, and they’re right now writing

under Western infiuence. What will this do to Chinese art?

Zhou: Yes, already there’s some impact, but the mainstream is still

those works that accept Chinese fraditions and reflect the situation in

China. That’s the mainstream.

LeMaster: 1 think that’s an important thing because change is taking

place very rapidly all over the world, not just in China. Economically

China is growing more rapidly than any other country, but changes are

taking place everywhere, largely through improved communications

and transportation. As a result, differences between and among nations

appear to be getting smaller.

Zhou: Yes, and this reminds me that the West was once targely under
the influence of Germany, of Hitler, inciuding Africa and Latin Amer-
ica. The idea at that time was that after the war there would be only
two countries jeft—Japan and Germany—and in the end they would
fight to determine who would lead the world. That idea was a great
danger to world peace. We should not forget such matters that have
had such an impact on world peace.

LeMaster: So you wrote about that kind of thing in The Panorama of
the Great Wall,
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Zhou: Yes, I wrote this novel not only about China’s war with Japan,
but about other wars, mainly in Asia. The style is different from other
writers’ styles about war. This kind of style in writing a novel is
probably a first—the first one in China. Many generais from China, the
Communist Party, the Guomindang, and many other commentators
have spoken highly of this novel, saying that it is similar to War and
Peace—that it is perhaps superior to War and Peace.

LeMaster: Is the novel The Panorama of the Grear Wall available in
bookstores?

Zhou: It sold out immediately after being published. If we go to the
publishing house, perhaps we can find some copies.

LeMaster: Let me back up just a minute. After the Opium Wars, it’s
true China signed many unequal agreements, and I think that has had a
considerable impact on the development of China. But soon the
agreement with the British over Hong Kong will run out. 'm very
interested in what you think about Hong Kong and what will happen to
it in the future,

Zbhou: According to the agreement, the Chinese government will take
over Hong Kong on June 30, 1997. We advocate “one country, two
systems.” The Chinese people have confidence in managing Hong
Kong very well. The arguments you see in the news between the Chi-
nese government and the British government are superficial. Before
June 30, 1997, the British government can do whatever it wants, but
after that date China will have the only say. The main fact is that the
British government wants the investment in Hong Kong to flow out to
England and other countries.

LeMaster: 1 want to talk more about your most recent work, The
Panorama of the Great Wall particularly the last volume, which
you’ve just completed. For example, where does the fast volume begin?
Where does it end?

Zhou: The last volume was written about World War II, and mainly
focused on the Asian battlefield, where the Chinese foughi against the
Japanese. America became involved in the war after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor.
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Zhou: At the Yalta Conference, the governments of the United States
and Great Britain wanted the Soviet Union to attack the Japanese in
order to finish the war quickly. On August 8, 1945, three months after
Berlin was occupied, the Soviet Union sent troops to the Northeast of
China to attack. At the time the American government received a
report from New Mexico to the effect that the experiment on the atom
bomb was a big success. In that report the sender used a secret code
saying, “The child is born, and it can cry.” It meant that the experiment
was a big success.

LeMaster: I did not know about the secret code.

Zhou: The second bomb was also a big success, and in this case the
secret code read, “The boy can cry toe.”

LeMaster: “The child is born and it can cry, and the boy can cry t00.”
Zhou: At that time President Truman had succeeded in producing
atomic bombs. There were two destinations—Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Because of the weather Hiroshima was bombed first.

LeMaster: We saw the effects of the bomb on Hiroshima. We saw
many pictures on television of the mushroom cloud above Hiroshima.
We saw many pictures of the damage the bombs did.

Zhou: At that time the Soviet Union sent troops to the Northeast of
China, annihilating the Japanese armies in that part, almost one mil-
lion troops. The Japanese emperor held a meeting to discuss this
problem. The prime minister wanted to end the war peacefully, but
the Japanese generals and admirals wanted to have a final battle in
Japan. The emperor reasoned that he had no troops available, and he
was really afraid of a third atomic bomb—dropped on Tokyo. It
would be a big disaster. At last the emperor concluded that under
only one condition could his position be preserved—that of an un-
conditional surrender. Then America asked for advice of the Allies,
and they all agreed to a Japanese surrender. Two matiers were agreed
on by the Allies: that the position of the Japanese emperor would be
preserved and that the emperor would obey the orders of MacArthur.
So the final decision was made. In an early plan the Allies asked
Chang Kaishek to send troops to Japan as an occupation force, but
Chang Kaishek said he was too busy with domestic affairs. Actually,
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he wanted to fight the Communist Party. At this time the govern-
ment’s troops were mainly stationed in the Southwest of China.
Northeast China was occupied by the troops from the U.S.8.R. The
Chinese Communist Party also sent troops to the Northeast. The
Eighth Route Army was in North China, and the New Fourth Army
was it South China. They were both led by the Chinese Communist
Party. Chang Kaishek asked for the help of the government of the
United States to send troops by airplane and also by ship to North
China.

LeMaster: To North China.

Zhow: Yes, Chang Kaishek wanted the United States Air Force fo
transport his troops. Yes, and in order to save time Chang Kaishek
teiegraphed Mao Zedong three times. At that time Chang Kaishek
tived in Chongqing, and Chang asked Mao to come to Chongging to
discuss a peaceful solution. There was 2 question of whether Mao
should go or not. Some members of the Communist Party were afraid
that in Chongaing Mao would be assassinated or put infe prison. But
Mao thought he should go there, and he prepared in case he was im-
prisoned by Chang. The Central Committee of the Chinese Comme-
nist Party asked Liv Shaoqi (81743F) to take Mao’s place while he
was gone. Before he left for Chongging, Mac Zedong had a talk with
Liu Shaogi privately. He told Liu that if he, Mao, was imprisoned in
Chongqing, the Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army were
to fight severely, because the more severely the armies fought, the
safer Mao would be. Pairick J. Hurley, the United States ambassador
to China (1944-1945) and Genera! Zhang Zhizhong went to Yan’an
to accompany Mao to Chongqing,

EeMaster: Yan’an? Went to where?

Zhou: At the time Yan’an was the headquarters of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. The war between the Chinese and the Japanese was a
probiem, an international problem, and the domestic war became less
important than the contradiction between nations. When the Japanese
troops were defeated, the contradiction between nations ended and the
domestic war became the biggest problem again. Because internal
problems preoccupied China again, the novel ends with the arrival of
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Mac in Chongging. The struggle afterwards between the Chinese
Communist Party and the Guomindang was another subject. That was
out of the range of the novel.

LeMaster: But wasn’t the struggle between the Guomindang and the
Communist Party going on while the Communists were fighting the
Japanese?

Zhou: Yes, but that is among the contents of the fifth volume,
LeMaster: I don’t think the American people knew to what extent the
Japanese had invaded China. They knew the Japanese had invaded
China, but 1 don’t think they realized how many Japanese soldiers were
in China, even in Northeast China. [ don’t think the American people
were ever knowledgeable about the great numbers of the Japanese
there.

Zhou: More than one million Japanese soldiers were in China. They
were known as the China Expedition Troops, including those who
fought with the Guomindang and those who fought with the Commu-
nist Party, the Eighth Route Army, and the New Fourth Army.
LeMaster: I think the American people knew when the Russians sent
troops into. Northeast China, but again 1 don’t think they had any idea
how many troops were sent. We got announcements in the news, but
the news never seemed to indicate there were great numbers.

Zhou: There were more than one hundred thousand men, but the Red
Army mostly consisted of an Air Force and some tank troops. They
annihilated the Japanese army in the Northeast of China very quickly.
LeMaster: The Chinese people and the Russian people seemed to get
along very well after that until the foreign experts, the Russian foreign
experts, were finally sent home by the Chinese government. What
year was that?

Zhou: The government of the Soviet Union suddenly recalled all the
experts in China in the year of 1959 or 1960. The exact date [ don’t
remember.

LeMaster: Why did the government in Russia cali them home?

Zhou: The government of the Soviet Union intended to build a united
fleet for China and the Soviet Union, and the Chinese government
refused. They told the Russians that it would severely viviate the




12 TAMKANG REVIEW, Vol. XXVI, No. 3

rights of China, of the Chinese government. If such a united fleet were

established, China would lose control over its shoreline, The Chinese

government’s rights would be severely violated.

LeMaster: Does this mean that the Russians wanted a combined fleet

of Chinese and Russian ships because the Russians did not have any

warm water seaports?

Zhou: The Soviets had several very good bases for their navy, but

that they didn’t have any good seaports couldn’t justify their violating

the rights of another country.

LeMaster: Was the Chinese government afraid that the Soviets

woulid control the combined fleet?

Zhou: Of course, the Russians would control the fleet. Although

China had a very long coastline, its navy was very weak. If the com-

bined fleet had been established, the Soviet Union would have con-

trolled it. Also, there were some differences in ideclogy. To explain

the differences between the two parties and governments is very diffi-

cult. There were great differences between the communist parties of

the two countries.

LeMaster: | think there were differences. You're right, but I don’t
recall hearing anything about the Russians wanting to combine two
fleets—the Russian fleet and the Chinese fleet. I don’t think we heard
much about that in the United States. Several years ago, in 1980, my
wife and I went back of Tian An Men Square and into a shop. Once we
were there we went behind a counter in the shop, through a door in the
floor, and down to the underground city. As I recall, the first level of
tunnels was eight meters down, and the second level was fifteen meters
down. When were those tunnels buiit?

Zhou: Perhaps if was the subway?

EeMaster: No, it wasn’t the subway. it was the underground city.
Some shops have been built in the underground city since, but at the
time there were no shops. It had its own ventilation system, had its
own water system; 1t even had hospitals for emergencies, for emer-
gency evacuation of the city. I'm trying to find out when those tunnels
were built and why they were built.
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Zhou: Oh, that was shortly after the People’s Republic of China was
founded. The Chinese people still faced the threat of war. For example,
there were the wars in Vietnam and Korea. China sent some voiunteer
troops to Korea. It was highiy necessary to build some tunnels to pre-
vent attack.

LeMaster: I’ve heard a rumor many times. ’ve heard that the tunnels
were built because the Russians had plans to bomb major Chinese
cities, and that for a long time this was a great concern of the Chinese
government. 1 don’t know if it has anything to do with the effort to
combine the navies, but ’ve been told several times that the tunnels
under the city were built as a result of the fear of being bombed by the
Russians. Is this true?

Zhou: [ don’t know if it’s true or not.

LeMaster: | have heard that the American military actually cracked
the Russian code and passed it on to the government in Beijing. But I
don’t know whether that’s true or not either.

Zhou: I don’t know.

LeMaster: Anyway, | found the underground city very interesting,
because the walls were all concrete and it looked as though the con-
crete had been put in place by hand.

Zhou: You ¢f served it carefully.

LeMaster: Yes, | observed it very carefuily, because I had never seen
anything like it before. I also realized that to do that took a tremen-
dous amount of dedication and work con the part of a great number of
people. Let’s change directions again. I'm interested in your opinion
about Chinese writers who are writing now. As you know, China is
undergoing a radical transformation. The cuiture and the economy are
undergoing radical transformation, and I’m interested in how this
transformation will affect Chinese writers.

Zhou: The open door policy and the reforms are being carried out in
China, and the Chines¢ have adopted a socialist market-oriented econ-
omy. Of course, this will affect the writers of China. What happens to
economics will no doubt affect the rest of Chinese culture. Even now it
is difficult to publish serious works. The sale of serious books is de-
creasing. Presently in China there are two popular works. One is
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named The Defunct Capital (BEED); the other is named Bailu Plain or
White-deer Plain. These two books have some unhealthy content, but
they have become best-sellers,

LeMaster: Who wrote them?

Zhon: One is by Jia Pingwa (8¥[H]); the other is by Chen Zhongshi
(BR-8HE). That they have become best-seilers does not symbolize their
fiterary value.

LeMaster: Why? Why did they become best-sellers?

Zhowu: Readers don’t much appreciate literary value. They look for
sex.

LeMaster: 1t’s the same way in America. If a book is full of sex and
sensation, if will sell many copies. If it is serious literature, it won’t do
so well.

Zhou: Now only a few young and middie-aged writers in China are
affected greatly by the market economy and chocse to write such
popular works. | must point out that most Chinese writers still stick to
realism and still write serious works. In general, I'm optimistic. In my
opinion excellent literary works will appear sooner or later.

LeMaster: They will appear, but the question is whether very many
people will read them. .

Zhou: Aithough some books cannot be best-seiles, they sell continu-
ously. For example, Shakespeare in England, although his works never
make the New York Times best-seller list, they continue to sell.
LeMaster: There have been many attempts in recent years to update
Shakespeare. Even some directors think Shakespeare is so
old-fashioned that young peopie will not watch him. For example, 1
went to a Shakespeare Festival, at a very famous Shakespeare theater in
Stratford, Ontario, in Canada. [ used to go there every summer to watch
Shakespeare’s plays for several days, I have seen Shakespeare’s play
Huamlet end with a disco dance. That kind of thing is also happening to
shakespeare’s plays in England. Yes, Shakespeare will continue to be
read, but [ wonder if he will be read as much as he was in the past, for
the simple reason that not many people read much any more.

Zhou: Some serious classics by Tolstoy and Balzac, for example, are
not best-sellers, but their books continue to sell.
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LeMaster: 1 hope people will read more serious literature, but reading
serious literature takes time. If people can see an adaptation of a book
on a television screen in an hour, why should they spend eight or ten
hours reading a book? Increasingly, people do not read because of the
availability of things on television.
Zhou: I think this idea is very important. There are several reasons.
First, the reader is much busier than before. And second, the TV sys-
tem—broadcasting and the media—now has been developed very
highly. The reader wants to use a much shorter time to learn more
literature than he did previously. But in my opinion, a TV adaptation is
much less atiractive. For example, although my book Morning in
Shanghai was made into a TV series, a fot of people still want to buy
the four volumes.
LeMaster: 1’m sure they do, but | would be willing to bet that for every
one person who reads the book at least ten people watch the TV series.
Zhou: Morning in Shanghai has sold more than one million copies—in
China. Also, it has been reprinted. According to the statistics, Morning
in Shanghai was on TV six times. Almost six hundred million people
" watched it the first time. People waiched the series because the novel
itself was very popular. There are row more than one hundred miilion
TV sets in China—more than one hundred miltion.
LeMaster: A+ J the number will continue to grow. It is probably good
that the number will continue to grow, because people not only get
some literature, but they also keep in touch with what’s going on all
over the world. | hope your novel The Panorama of the Great Wall will
be made available to the Chinese pecple—and to people around the
world—on TV,




