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Kun:sexua::ty(Incest):n IIong K:0ng Literature
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ABS⁄BRAC⁄B

!ncest which has a!vvays enthra!!ed,confounded and horr!f!ed

human beings occurs as a maior and common theme!n¡B A/estern

!!terary tradition.!n!¢t ong Kong¡Uiterature,it¡· s usua!!y deep!yd¡· s-

guised and rare!y treated in exp!ic:t termS.⁄B his paper first renames

:ncest and then redef¡· nes it.The majortheor¡· es aboutthe o¡¤ gin and

uSe o¡Uf the incest taboo and proh¡· blt¡· on are sunnmarized and d!s-

cussed and then tested ag¡D ainst⁄R Iong¡D Kong!iterary works vvith incest

themes.Efforts wi¡U !then be made to ana!yze,with reference to

⁄@

!ong Kong!ite¡u ary works,whether or not the socia¡U advantages of

the!ncest tab¡C o and prohibit:on are enough to¡C ut¡B ¢…e!gh the disad-

Vantag¡DeS.9¡Dhe paper c¡C nc¡Uudes With the c!a¡U nn that universa!frater¡D

n!9 sh¡C u!d be reassened.
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¡C
r¡B vhichever race practlces it.For,no dollbt,inbreeding collld g⁄F

¡C
u¡· p

together bad recessive genes and produce inferior offspring; but in¡˜

breeding could also group¡D together good recessive genes and iproduce

quality olIspring.Inrerior offspring¡B ¡ª,lll be elinninated through natural

seleolion or connpetition¡D benore!¡C !1g.The result will then be a fitter

next generatiol1.Zoologists have long learntthiS fact fion¡f tlle¡D breeding

ofpurebred horses and dogs,Just t1¡D lat they dare not or¡B vill not make it

known to the public(Cohen 73:Dia9mond l27;N¡D gM:an-lun 39;cr.

Freud l84).:Even j£F
¡B
ve take for granted that kunisexual breeding rea::y

is n1ore like!y than non-kunlsexual breeding to produce disabled

children and to affect adaptabillty,the existence ofhun9anity¡B vill still

not be threatened unless the¡B vhole ofnnanklnd goes for kuniseXuality,

Just as the decrin9inalization of hon,oseXllality 
¡B
vill not lead to

universal hon9osexuality and to extinction oflnankind.

I¡D Io9¡D about the reproduction of indivldua! kunisexuals9 lf t¡D hey

choose to reproduce,the femalesillay check¡B ¡“hether their cil¡B bryo¡D s are

¡' ,,holeson9e and norn9al by nleans of X-ray¡B ultra-sOund¡B
¡B
/ave,or arl9-

niocenthesis.Should seriously deforn9ed.or!nentally retarded enlbryos

be discovered,abortion nlay¡D be an alternative.()f course.kunisexual

oouples o(¡r uld choose to.p¡D ractise contraception or u.19dergo sterilizat¡j 6)n

frorn the ve1¡D y beginning so as to be fiee of such¡B vorrieS in the future.

t¡B lle problen9 no¡B v is that even if kunisexuals practise contraception or

undergo sterilization,they will still be outla¡B ved.This precisely goes to

show that the l)iological theory against kunlsexuality is not reliable.

I¡DIong Kong!iterary¡B vorks wllioh touch upon the biological theory oF

kunisexuality nlay be representcd by Zhou¡· Xian¡ƒ s.6tta99r9t99 t9a,,(⁄ý :99e

r¡“ cest⁄Ł ri¡¥ 9a¡“ ¡¥ 1996).This th.ree-v¡C lume¡Bvork ofscience::ctio1,.adopts

a lib.ral attitude to¡B vards kunisexuality. It rigorously reFutes the bl-

ological theory with its rich exciting plot and sound argui9lents¡B vith

scientiflc grounds.

In 7¡D :/1¡¥
,r,,ce,9t⁄L ¡Drt¡¥ t4,,t,the E)u¡ƒ s,an oId and notable raniily in I¡D Iong

Kong,are the descendants o¡u the Ptolenlaic I¡D )ynas¡¤ ¡ƒ
¡C

f anclent E.gyp1.

T¡Dhey have secretly preserved the tradltion of kun.isexual reproduction

but have never produced any disabled or nlentally retarded offs:Pring.

()n the contrary,they have become one ofthe oldest and n9ost notable

Kunisexual¡§ y(incest)in Hong Kong Litcrature l19

nan,ilies in :Iong I(ong. Their ofl¡B pring are all intelligent and 
¡C

ut¡D

st.nding.Ill the¡ƒ 90s,their eldest son,I)u Xi91zi,is can9paign.ing for the

ol¡B I.ce ofthe¡D nrst chiefexecutive ofthe Special Adnlinistrative Region.

And his mutated son,I)u Bing,is actually the £Srst n9enlber¡C fa ne¡B v

super species¡C fnlankind.4

NATUR.AL AVERSION

Seoondly,in l922,the a¡D nthropol¡C gist,¡B Vesternlarc¡D k,asserted in

his.rf9sro,,,or¡† ..,,ia⁄M ¡¤rarr9¡¥ tge that cl¡C se relatives growing up togetll-

er naturally develop a kil1d¡C f aversi¡C nt¡C ainy sexu.al relation t¡C cach

other(¢…Ieiselman 7).During his liktime,Westelil9arck¡ƒ s theory was

readily⁄F e¡f eCted by m¡C st sch¡C lars.I¡D Io¡B vever¡B about seventy years later.

another anthropologist, ,krthur 
¡B

V¡C¡j
¡u

¡ì attempted to revive 
¡B

/ester-

I,9arck¡ƒ s theory.¡B Volf tried t¡C argue against Freu(l¡ƒ s query of Wester-

marck that society w¡C uld notinake laws to prohibit people ion,doing

things they are intelested in doing at all(Freud l83),but what Wol£F

actually did¡B ¡ªas Just to reafn.rn9 westerillarck¡ƒ s idea of¡¥
¡¥
n1oral indig-

nation¡¤ ⁄@when a person becomes seXually interested in an ob¡b ect,the

categ¡Cry of¡B vhich does n¡C t ar¡C use Sexual interest on the part or the

maJori¡¤ ,the ma¡v ority wil!ieel a kind of moral indignati¡C n.This kind

of emotion is unselish,univerSal,and there⁄ß re moral(¢¾ /¡C lr S09¡˜ 12).

I)oes it not loll¡C w,then,tllat the llla¡v
¡C

rity is entitled to persecute the

lllinority9 D¡C es it not foll¡C
¡B
v that since holnoseXuals only amount to a

1,,inor proPorti¡C n ofhun,anity and heterosexuals naturally feel lnorally

indignant ab¡C ut theni,the heterosexuals have the right t¡C discriininate

against the hon1osexuals¡ƒ The idea of n10ral indigllati¡C n as adVocated

by Wo1f and Westernnarck is really classical disc6imillatory rascisn9.

I¡B llere are quite a ne¡B ,,1¡D 1¡Cng I(ong literary¡B vork.s¡B vhich challenge

tl9e theory of natural avers1¡C n,for eXanip¡D le,LIn¡B V¡Denyil1¡ƒ s sh¡C rt st¡C ry,

¡D¡DG¡Dege,w¡C Zllangda hou yao Jia gei ni!(Br¡C ther.Iƒ´ ¡Dant to niarry you

¡B
vhen I groW up!)¡¤ (1998):

¡§
B.r¡C ther,I‹– ¡ƒant t¡C nla9¡Dyy¡Cu¡B⁄J¡D¡Dhen I grow up!¡ƒ

¡ƒ
Eating

the ice creanl yielded.by her brother, the six-year-¡C ld

daughter uttered this line¡B vhich stiited the heart of¡B Iiddle
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the culture or col19n¡f unity of the parties involved.¡D The seXuaI I¡C ve nlay

be simply psy¡D chological or physical or both.

Conceming the origin and function of the kuniseXua!ity prohibi.

tion,there are about ive types or the¡C ry-biological theory,natural

aversion,exogal,ly,preventio¡· of1¡· rnily disrllption,and av¡C idance o¡u

regresslon.

BlOLOGICAL THEORY

According to the biological theory, kunisexua: uni¡C ns¡B¡ª¡ƒlll in-

ci¡D ease inrertility,produce denornled and n9entally retarded offspring,

¡B
veaken adaptability, and eventually lead to ethnic ex¡a incti¡C I9. This

view was nrst put forth by L.H.Morgan in his/,,c9e¡“ 9¡ì 696¡D iay in l877

and¡¤,as subsequently supported by variol!s biologists,soci¡C logists,

and anthropoIogists.For exan,ple.Seenlanova has exaniined l6l chil-

dren of kunisexual unions in Chekos!ovakia and n¡C und that the per-

centage of early death is 27 and that of surviving but deforrned or dis-

abled oiltpring ls 2S(Sllepher 9 1.929.G9lbert l¡‹ .indzey(Murstein 2 1)

and¡BVj!liam Demarest(Arens 22-23)think that kuniseXu¡· l reproduc¡D

tion¡B vill increase 1¡D 10n9ozygoSity,elil19inate recessive genes,and a1¡D re¡· t

evolutionar¡D y adaptability.

()n ihe other hand,other scientisis hold different vie¡B vs. Acc¡C rd¡˜

ing to the geneticist,Curt Stern,the effects of kunlsexuai reproduction

are 
¡D
VeI¡Dy contradict¡q )ry. Sol1letinnes it results ill 

¡ƒ¡¥
uI¡B deslrable plleno-

tyl)es and at othcr ti!99es.in n(9ri99al or even 1.)etter-than-average constl-

tutions.¡¤ In a word,no SWeeping gencralization may be made¡q qtd in

Boehrer l42).Ano⁄s er geneticist,Theodosius Dobzhansky,⁄s inks that

¡¥
tt¡f he lncrcase o¡u the incldence of hereditary diseases in the o⁄h I6pring

¡C
r imarriages bet¡B veen relatives(c¡C usins,uncle and niece or aunt and

nephe¡Bv,second cousins,etc.)over that in n9a¡· lages bet¡B veen pcrsons

not k.n¡q )¡B

¡B

,n to be related is slight-.so S!ight that geneticists hesitate to

declare such maliiages disge!,1c¡¤ (qtd.in Yehudi Cohen 72-73).

¡B

Ioreove1¡D , the anthropologist 
¡B

¡D¡‹ehudi (¡f ohen, the Amci¡D ican

scxo¡U ogist.N¡i ilton Dian9ond.ai9d tl9e Ilong K()ng sexologist,Ng¡B !an-

!un.also consi(ler to be a n9edical 199yth the assul9¡f pti¡C n that close in-

bree(llng can only lead lo degeneracy an(l,ultin9.tely,to the extinctioIl

INTRODUCTION

Incest is a sub¡f ect that has al¡B
¡B
ays enthralled,con⁄c unded and

hollined htIn,an beings. Itis a n,ajor and con9i,,on then9e in¡B
V¡Desterl,

!iterar)¡D  tradition. In I¡D Iol1g Kong literature, it is usually deeiply dis¡˜

guised and relatively rarely treated explicitly.In this paper,il1cest will

¡u
Irst be renanned and redefined.¡‹

I¡B lle n,aJor theories aboutthe o¡u igiIl and
use oF t1¡D le incest tal)oo and!)rohjb.iti¡¥ ,n¡B vil1¡D be sun,11,arized and dis¡˜
cuSsed and then tested against I¡D iong Kong literary¡B vorks¡B vith an il,cest
il9e,le.Lfibrts¡B viilthen be n¡D lade to study,¡B

¡B
ilh rertrellce(o Hong K()ng

literary¡B vorks,! 
¡B
vhetlle1¡D tlle advalltagcs o¡u the incest ta¡D boo and 1.)ro.

!,ibition are el1ough to out¡B veigh theji¡D disadvantages. ,¡B lld the idea o1¡D
ul9iversa!nraten,ity¡B vill be re.sserted.

According to Fan Wenshen¡ƒ s¥' ¡“g¡¤ ¡§,¡¥ 9¡“ 9a£b (¡‹ I)t6¡“ ¡¥,¡“ ¡“n¡D 6,9

¡ì¡e,,¡¥ ,/o¤~ 9),incest relers to¡§ sexual activities between c!ose relatlves,

¡B¡B
,19ich contra¡B ,ene coI,,imon practice iII huln,an i¡D

elations as specifled ill
the tudal ethical code¡¤ (369).As ibrthe denniti¡C

n¡C
¡u

¡§
close relatives,¡ƒ ¡ƒ

1t varles¡B vith culture and tiine.The current¡q
£Frinles(.)rdinance ofI¡D long

K¡q)ng¡q )nlv p¡D roI,ibits inte1¡D course bet¡B
¡B
¡Decn gran(ipare!,t af,d grand.clliid,

parenl and child.brother and sister¡q Ma Hat),i¡ì 2).In Mainland C!nina
¡qand Taiwan),however,even intercourse betwecn parent-in.law and

child¡˜ il,¡˜ la¡B

¡B
,, bet¡B

¡B
.ccn ul,cie and niece, bet¡B

veen cousins is culpab!e
(Ca¡C E¡r ing,un 2¡ì 5).The dei:nitioI,o¡u parentin both Hong Kong and
(::hina includes natural,adoptive and step parents.

Siilce the teri,1¡D ¡Dincest¡ƒ ¡B
car1¡D ies strong negative conllotationsI and

is not obJective at al!,the author has decided to renan,e it as¡§
kunisex.

tlality.¡ƒ
¡ƒ

Kunisexualityj reners to sexua!lo¡B ..,e an¡f ong relatives t)yb!ood
at9d by a1¡D rini(y. cspeciaily tllose violating tabo¡q

,s alnd pi¡D (¡r hibitions o1¡D
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Moon....The t¡B vo children or Middle Moon¡B vere very af¡˜

fectionate tow¡D ards each other.¡‹ £Fhe elder brother,who had

¡fust been pronloted to Fonn()ne,¡B vas al¡B vays trying his best

t¡C  9r¡C tect llis slster, 
¡B
vho 

¡B
vas studying at Prinlary one.

V/hen Middle 

¡B

I¡C

¡C
n¡ƒ s husband said they had to 

¡B¡B
,atch

whether tlle t¡B vo kids¡ƒ behavlor to¡B vards each other was too

intimate,¡B 6iddle Moon intuitively thought about ho¡B v inti¡˜

mate she and her elder brother Middle Woods¡B vere during

their childhood. . .  Their nour¡˜ nnember fan9ily lived to¡˜

gether in a rented roonn!ess than one hundred ltet.As early

as Middle l4oon¡ƒ s nlen1¡C ry allovv¡D ed her to recall the past,

she already slept with her brother in the sanle bed.The sib.

lings¡ƒ intiinacy probably started¡B vith Middle Moon listen.

ing to her brother¡ƒ s sch.ool stories at n.ight, instead o¡u

¡B
Vatching televisi¡C n....Going to the schooItogether with a

b¡D ig¡D brother¡B vhose acaden9ic achieven,ent was as outstand¡˜

lng.as his atheletic pernornlal1ce¡B ¡ª¡‹as sonletllil1g to be lmost

proud of bea¡C re 
¡C

ne¡ƒ s pubertal girl¡˜ scl1oollmates. And

wheneverthe t¡B vo siblings had!unch together,Middle Moon

¡B
vould deliberate!y nestled up against her brother.

Middle 
¡B

6oon had ne¡B ,er thought that ller brother, 
¡B¡B

ho
19ad a!¡B vays belonged to her,¡B vould!b!lin lov¡D e¡B

¡B
/ith another

person,until the girl called first love appeared.

When the brother shifted his ai¡B tection to another, the
¡D¡¥love a¡u Eair¡ƒ

¡ƒ
bet¡B veen:Middle Moon and her brother ended

up in nothing de!!nite.Unexpected,after she got nlan¡D ied,

histol¡f repeated itsel¡u on tlle:person orher s¡C n and.daughter.

(my trans!ation)

Shen Xue¡ƒs short sto,,¡§ ziin¡¤ (¡§ Selr-bun,ing¡¤ )(1993)is rather
sin¡f ilar to¡§ Brother,I¡B vantto many you when I grow up!,¡ƒ

¡ƒ
just that the

yo¡BInger sister in¡¥ ¡DSelf¡‘ bu1¡Dning¡ƒ
¡ƒ

is e¡D ven n9ore extrenne:

The name ofthe e!der brother¡B vas liot Stone;that ofthe

younger sister¡B vas I¡D Iot Jade; t¡B vo siblings¡B vere¡B velded by

Kunisexua¡U ¡Uty(InceSt)in l1¡C ng K¡Cng Litcruture ll⁄Ö

ire.

Ever since their tend.r age,they¡B vent to school hand in

hand.head pressed to head,in sn9all schooI-uninorlms,¡B
¡B
,ith a

schoo!-bag on thelr shoulders,like con¡v oined twins.

E)uring school assembly, the brother 
¡B
vas un¡Bvilling to

part nr¡C !n the sister,neither¡B vas the sister ready to let go of

the brother¡ƒ s finger¡D tips; reluctant to tear apart, they pro-

ceeded to their o,¡D 19 ro9,....

I¡f 9side the clas$roon,, it¡B Vas taught that siblings had to

love cach o6her.,¡B .s soon aS I¡D :ot Jade heard that,she under-

stood and told the teacher that she¡B
¡B
.¡D¡Dould Certainly do it...

VVhen the t¡B velve-year¡˜ old I¡D Iot Jade¡B vas pro!¡¤ oted to:Forn¡B

one, Hot Sto:le¡B
¡B
¡D¡Das already a nfteen¡˜ year⁄@old Fornl Four

student...The Scene o¡u sexual intin9acy bet¡B veen IIot Stone

and Sl9aron :his irst-!ove¡f  repeatedly appeared in I¡D lot

Jade¡D s ditains.

Sonletin¡f es,¡B
¡B
,hel9 her thoughts can9e to this,she could

not help brushing her breasts¡B Vitll her hands,and,tllen,she

v/ould stretch the otl9er hands to¡B vards her priv.te parts.

She fal9tasized¡· :lerself¡B vas Sllaron.

A¡a this point,1Iot Jade realized that she had fallen in¡Y ove

with Hot Stone.(8,12,n,y tranS!ation)

In thc t¡B vo st¡C ries ab(,ve,sibling sexual love is a result or close

association since cllildhood, and the siblings by no !99eans iollo¡B v

Western9arc¡· k¡ƒ s theo1¡D y in showing¡¥
¡¥
natural aversion¡ƒ

¡ƒ
to each other.

EXOGA¡B¡·Y

Thc third kind oi¡D tl9eory o1¡D the kunisexuality taboo is the thcory o£F

alliance or exoganny aS advocated by sch¡C la1¡D s like L.A.¡B Vhite and the

French anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss.The theory suggeStS that

no sociely is self.sufficient.:Eacll society is obliged to ban endoga!,¡f ous

n9arrlagcs and()nly el1gage In exogalmolls n9alliages in order to!orge

alllances¡B
¡B
¡D9th other groups,tl9ereby expanding t!9e range o¡u ini¡j uence

.llld c¡B changlng ¡' rlth otl¡B er g¡D r(9ups g()ods aind necessities 
¡B
vhicli the
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socie¡· lacks(Meiselman l0:Cohen 75.76).H¡C wever,according to
(9ohen, ¡¥¡uFo the exte¡D nt that trade is conducted and negotiated by¡D a

handful ofpeople,it beoonies ullneceSsary to use incest taboos to norce

the ina¡v ority of people lnto alliances ¢¾/ith other groups.Treatises,poli¡˜

tical allian.ces,and negotiations by the n,an.agers¡C fa fe¡B v imperson.al

agencies have rep:aced nlarital and other persona!alliances¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(76).

Also,according to Ng Man¡˜ !un.,ifa clan is large and resourceful,

it sinnply does not require exoganly to avoid being isolated. Tllis is

exactly¡B vhy nlany a roya!nan,i9y¡C r ethnic group¡D has a long history or

legal kunisexual n,alliage(Chen chaplllan l42).By the saime token,in

an,odern democratic sooiety,lfa rairlily iS resourceful and unren,itting

in 9naking efforts to inlprove itselt it¡B vould not have to rely on petti-

coatinf¡f uence in order to clinlb up the social ladder.()n the contrary,it

¡B
¡D¡Dould¡BVon¡f /a¡D b¡Cut being taken advantage of by other fan,ilies seeking

a imarital c¡q )nnection with it.So llluch the inore,ifa person is imature in

character and in thinklng,he or she¡B vill not isolate h.imselr or herself

nr¡C In the¡B
¡B
¡‹orld even an.er nlan¡D ying happily someone¡B vho91 he or she

deeply loves.

For exanlp!e,as noted above,in llistory as¡B vell ill the nove!I¡D ;⁄D e

f¡“ c¡§ ⁄F.¡¤ r9ra¡“ t(Zhou Xian,1996).the Ptolemaic Dynas§fi is a most

famous kunisexual dynasty.Ptolemy was a Greek,but he was also the

king ruling:Eygpt.In order to n9aintain the noble blood of the Greek

royalty,he stipulated that all descendants orI,t¡C !enny l19ust only engage

in kunisexual re:production.()nly in this way could the pure blood of

Ptolenny rule the Ptolen9aic I)ynasty ior all generations. The I)u¡ƒ s in

I¡DIong Kong are the direct descendants or Pt¡C len¡f y XI¡B /,the younger

brother of Cleopatra XIV.¡D I¡B hey have al¡B vays preserved the kunisexual

tradition o¡u the Ptolen9y royal faniily.Butthe I¡f u¡ƒ s have ror decades

been one orthe!,,ost innuential fan¡B ilies in I¡D long Kong. In the 90s¡ƒ ,I)u

Xinzi and his younger sister E)u:Xiaozi are inil)ortant persons in the

political cir¡C le and the business¡B vorld.I)u iXinziis even one ofthe n9ost

favored candidates for the lrst cllief executive of I¡D Iong Kong.So the

I)u¡ƒ s certainly have not been rendered he!pless by their kunisexuality.

FAl¡i ILY DISRUPTION
¡D
rhis sc:h¡C

¡C
I nlaintains that the origin.and the use ofthe kunisex-

uali¡¤ taboo is t¡C preventthe hmly from being disnipted.The theory

of fan9ily disrupti¡C n inay be su¡D b-divided into th.ree aspects,namely,

sexual abuse,sexualJeal¡C usy,a¡Dnd role confusi¡C n.

Regarding sexual abuse,¡B 4eiselinan think.s that tlle origin of the

kunisexuality tab¡C
¡C

is that s¡C ciety wanted(and still‹–
¡ƒantS)to prevent

older people in the family ioni sexually abusing the y¡C
unger ones(25).

1¡DIo¡B vever, in ancien.t Societies, es.pecially (9hina and India, b¡C
ys a¡D nd

girls had to enter arranged inarriages wllen they reaclled tlle age ¡C
f

burteen or even younger(Su Bing&Wei Lin 236,285,286).S¡C
much

tlle lmore,Meiseliman has neglected tlle differen.ce bet¡B
¢…

¡D
een.kllllisexual

love and¡D kunisexual rape.Rape is seXual assault¡C
n a person againstllis

or her¡B vill¡B vhile kunisexual l¡C ve bet¡B veen t¡B ¢…
¡D

¡C
pers¡C n.s is¡C voluntary

act bet¡B veen t,¡¤ ,¡C c¡C nsenting¡D parties. 
¡¥¡¥
N¡Cne¡Cf your¡D business,¡ƒ

¡ƒ
as the

saylng goes.()f course,in order to preven.tthe younger on.ein a¡u
an9ily

f1¡D oni being sexually exploitcd by the older ones,s¡C
ciety inay stipulate

that kuniseXuals¡§ 9ust all be over eighteen.and psych¡C logically mature.

Sin9ilarly,according t¡C Masters,¡§ there are lalready¡f laws against sex¡D

ual c¡C ercion(rape),whatever tlle¡· ge of the vlctim.PreVenti¡C n and

puniShment¡Cfinternamilial sex activ¡§ y,withln tlle h¡C me and the usual

family unit,in no way depend upon the laWs prohibiting incest¡¤
(P¡¥ t6-

te¡D
¡D999197).

Kunisexual rape,especially a ruthless father raping a helpless lit-

tle daughter,is the n9¡C st¡C
¡C

mmon t¡Dy¡Dpe¡Cf kunisexual interc¡C urse that

v£‰e can read in the ne¡B vs:papers,but,despite a dilige:1t search,the author

ofthis pap¡D er has n¡C t been able to l¡C cate any sucll¡B vork in I¡D I¡C ng Kong

literature s¡C far.

Regarding sexual ¡veal¡C usy, acc¡C rding to Freud, in prehist¡C ric

tin9es.people lived in prin9al hordes.Eacll such.horde was ruled by an

atroci¡C us,despotic prin¡f ol iather¡B vh¡C had a!l the¡B v¡Cmen in the horde to

hilm.self.I¡D Ie¡B vould castrate or slaughter without a inoil9en.t¡ƒ
S hesitation

any son¡' ,¡j 1¡C seen9ed to threaten his positio!9¡C r covet his¡B v¡C men.¡e.In-

able to bear llis¡C ppress1¡Cn,h.is sons f:nally banded together and killed

hiln.Besides hating l¡B in9,h¡C
¡B
vever,they als¡C ad¡· iired hin1.A.s a reSult,



£S
!¡X

¡X

¡X

124 Tamkang Review,Vo1.XXXIII,No.I

adopted as a pupi!and brought up by SinaII I)ragon-girl,¡B
vho is n¡C ur

years older tl,an he. ¡D
I¡D lleir relationship is one sil19ilar to elder sister¡˜

younger brother or n,other¡˜ son.Subsequently,the two¡u all in love with
each other.Eventually,they rnake known tl,eir love beibre the heroes

il9 tlle I¡D :ouse orthe Lu;Y¡D ang exclain9ed:

¡¥¡¥
What ha¡Dv¡DeI doneto hinder you9 Whon¡f have I harnned9

Auntie:Sma:!Dragon-gir¡j ¡fhas taughl me mahial arts.but I

insist that she be n,y¡B vine.(:h¡C p me to pieces,ifit suits you,

but,still,I want herto be my wife.¡ƒ ¡ƒ

This speeoh¡Bvas absoIutely shocking. At that point in

histoly,the Sung people(3:628)placed a preimjuIn on law

and discipline rites.TIne seniority in nlaster.pupil relation-

ship.¡B vas put on sanle par as eli,peror-nlinister and father¡˜

soIl relationships and n9ust never be violated(3:622).When

had they¡D heard ofthis kind of unruly love relalion benore9

(3:628,nly translation)

Kunisexuality(Incest)in Hong Kong L¡§ crature

According to classical psychoanalytic theories,because

of hunian beings¡ƒ  long period oF dependence on their par¡«

ents (il, childhood)¡B  their incestuous wishes to¡B vards their

parents are n1.ost strong...the abjlity to throw offthe incest

Co!19pleX is the ster9ping¡D stone(,F evel¡f ¡‹pers()n to a mature

persoIlality.Ifthat is really the case,then¡B vould tlle perilis¡˜

sion o¡u incest cause cornplete character regression :to in¡«

fanti!e stages ofline¡f
¡C

F peop!e,even when they are adulls?

Although this posslbllity is very Slil£W l,theoretically it still

exists.¡D
¡ƒ
(100,n9y translation)

I2S

So thelove between Yang Guo and SnlallI)ragon¡˜ girl was rea!ly

regarded by lheir contemPoraries as violating⁄s
o order oF so¡˜ called

nonnal human relations(3:622).Consequently,even Guo Jing,who

had al¡B vays doted on Yaing,¡B vas so angered that lle alniost killed Yang

on the spot(3:628¡‘ 29).lndeed,in the¡D £Fai¡B vanese television serial,7¡D
:9,(,

6?¡‹ ¡“.9,a£‰ t¡¥ 9g/¡¥ ,a¡“ ¡¥£‰£‰/ƒn £‘9999£b¡“£b¡“¡¥Co¡“,£‰¡¥,,produced by Yang Peipei

(1998),Guo Jing o.ce told his wife,Huang Rong,that the,laster¡˜
pupil

love bet¡B veen Yang Guo and Sn9all I)ragon¡˜ girl¡B vas as despicable as
n1other.son fornication.

REGRESSION

The sociologist, T¡D aloott Parsons, thinks that the kunisexuality

taboo has the nuncti¡C n¡Cf socialjzation,that it can:prevent the individ¡˜

ua!¡ƒ s personality lionl regressing to the inrantile stage and help the

individual to becon¡D le indepeindent of the paren.ts in his or hcr p.sycho¡˜

sexuali,(Maisch 60¡˜ 64).In⁄O ¡“g..to,¡§ ¡“ ¡“6¡¤ £c⁄Mg¡e r⁄O ¡“Eo,¡¥ t9¡“ ¡“£c¡“Fr¡§ 9r

a⁄M¡“t6¡“ ¡f(1991),Ng Man¡˜ lun also asso1s:

Moreover,as pointed out by Sun I.¡‹ on¥Xi in his 9¡D 9¡ƒ¡·9¡¥⁄Łta9,¡“ a,¡¥ ,¡¥
,

¡“¡¥i9,zi¡¥ (7⁄O ¡¥,¡e ./¡“ 1¡D 9.¡D
¡D¡ƒea99(,¡¥ ¡·¡D¡ƒ¡ƒ:ac(,, 1995),although tlne genital cornponent of

the n¡f other¡˜ son relation.ship is usually tal(en¡q )ut,the relationship,being

only¡D sy¡Dn9bolically kunisextlal but il1,n1oderate!y intin9ate, stili nxates

InoSt(::hlnese in early periods o¡u line. F¡C r nlany a(9hinesc rnother i¡D
e.

gards her children(especlally sons)as pa1.of herse!for as a sy¡i
1,bolic

su¡Dbstitute for her hus¡D band, and serni.consciously cultivates their de.

pendence so that they¡B vi!l neel thal in the 
¡B
vho!e world, only their

niother can be truly good to thern.As a consequence,n¡f ost(¡D ¡·hinese are

innantilized;they are not self-suFl¡B cient,selF¡˜ assertive,and independent

enough.It is very difflcult for thenl to establish equal and n,ature rela-

tlonships (especially sexual ones) 
¡B
vith¡C ther people(14, 18¡B

2¡j ¡2̃2,
87.889.

Now, i¡u the kunisexuallt,,pr¡C hibition is liFted, there exists the

danger that sonle people who are a!ready p.sycho¡j ogically in9n,ature

¡B¡B
,ould becol¡B

¡B
e even n9ore infantilely attached to(heir close kin when

their synibiotic unions could be strengthened by the legjtin,ate adding

of the genital conlponent.I¡f ut in repressing kuilisexual in,pulses into

the unconscious,the kunisexuali§fi taboo could a!so n,ake the i,mpulses

even n9ore dangerous than.¡B vhen the taboo is liited and peo,!e can

handle their kunisexual ilmpulses¡B vith reason. i⁄ó .s¡B vill be sho¡B vn belo¡B v,

unconscious kunisexual inlpulses repressed by the kunisexuality taboo

could lead to various innantile connplexes and parapllilia such as net-

!shisli9 and paranola.
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Huang Biyun¡B s short:Hong Kong story⁄@ Haozeng¡¤(Glutt¡C ny)is
particular!),sultable as a literary illustrati()n.o¡u the d¡¥ 1nger entai9ed 1)y¡D a

synlbolical and unconscious kunisexual union bet¡B
¡B
¡Deen n1othe1¡D and son.

Today, the n,oderl9 
¡B¡B

¡‹ornen of 1¡D iong Kong have already stood up on

their own. But solme or then, are still under the illf¡f uence of the
n9otl,er-son syn¡j biotic union characteristic of traditional China. For

exan,ple,in¡¥
¡¥
GItlttony,¡ƒ ¡Bthe Sextla:deslre or tlle¡B vile Ru-ai is extraor-

dlnarily strong. Being inlpotent, her husband Zihan certainly oannot

satis¡¤ her.Apart iom seducing men here and there,Ru-ai also makes

hcr teenage son sleep nex.t to her. 

¡B

V1¡Dlen tlle son brings a girl-¡u riend
honne.R.t,-ai at once b1¡D caks the!m.apaI¡D t,.,ith a dirty irick.¡B Vhen the 5on

resists her,she lavishes a!l kinds¡q ¡fF n9etlculous care on hin1¡B
¡B
,hen he is

ill so that he beco1,¡f es a bal9y penl9anently attached to its mothe1¡D .Z;ihan

vv¡Das so agitated that he has a nervous breakdo¡' /1,.In the Story,Ru-ai¡ƒ s

love o¡u her son is quite obvious!y scxual,as opposed to the traditional

ail¡f 9.i¡j ,hibited n,aten9a! !ove.For instance,Ru-al¡B veakly asks her soI,.
¡B¡DYour dad no!onger¡B vants me.Do you want nie?..Come and sleep

¡B
vitl¡f your n9un9,n¡f unl is scared.¡ƒ

¡ƒ
Saying this,she scratches hcr son¡ƒ s

hai,thigh with her i¡B ngemails¡q @9z/,o¡“ gJ,⁄D g,¡¤ o I36).Finding this
kind o¡u behavior oulrageous,Z:ihan¡B varlls his son,¡D ¡¥

I¡D lencer¡C rth,don¡ƒ t

ibrget to lock your roon9 door 
¡B¡B

ihen sleeping at nigl9t or chaI,gilig

clothes.¡B ¡B¡‹Fhis is obviously a precaution against Ru¡˜ ai seducing the son
(139).

Looking back atthe above theories aboutthe kunisexuality taboo,

the blologioal thcory advocators canI¡f
¡C

t prove that kunisexuality¡B vill

lhreatell the exlstence o¡u the en6ire hunlan s:I¡f ecies;the groullds()r the

natural aversion the()ry, su.ch as tl,ose concernii9g the child⁄@
brl¡q ic and

Kibbutz,are null ofl¡C
¡C

pholes and l,robably guilty o¡u being anti.sexual;

the t!,eory of exoga¡j ,,y or econon9jc alliance is no longer applicable to

n9oden9 capita!istic socie,;preventioI,of and pe,,alty oF interfa¡j
,nillal

sextlal abuse of the young il1 n¡q )¡B vay rely¡D ¡q)n the la¡B vs banning¡D kunlsex.
ua!ity,but on the laws against sexual coercion itself(ci Masters,P¡¥

ir-

rt,r¡“ ¡¥ 97); Freud¡ƒ s totenl and taboo theory is ab!e to explain the un-

speakable ¡¥¡¥
kuniphobia¡ƒ

¡ƒ
 of nlankind 19ut it does not follow tl,at the

laboo is still necessai¡D y in the n9odei¡D n epoch¡B nor¡B ve no!ongerlive in a
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primal horde and¡B ve no longer lisually solve!ove problenls by killing

one another.Thus,only the concern about perso:9(¡r 9o¡Dgical regression is

Justi£S ed.¡D
¡D
rhis is.h¡C wever,a Sort or technical problelm.()nce we can

n9ake reasonably sure thatthe persons invoIved in kunisexual activities

are lmature and resl)onsible persons,¡ƒ tlliS danger is also ren¡f oved.

DISADVANTAGES OF THE KUNISEXI9ALITY TABOo

Itis no¡B
¡B
,tinle to consider¡B vhetherthe advantages gained 6ron,the

present prohibiti()n of kunisexualit),exceed in iiliportance the disad¡˜

vaniageS incurred. A.s just noted. the only genuine advantage of the

prohibition is the prevention of Personological regression.The disad¡D

vantageS,1¡D 1o¡BveVer, are Serious and plenty.¡‹ £Fhey can be divided into

self¡˜ punishment and substitution. According to¡B 6¡i asters,a process of

self¡˜ punishn9ent¡¥
¡¥
n9ay be initiated¡B vithin hinlself by the individual in

our o¡B vn culture¡B vho offends,consciously or uncon.sciously,againstthe

incest prohibition . ..the. . .seli:Punishn9ent. . .possib!y takint:thc

r¡C
¡u
nn¡Cf a severc depression leadillg to sulcide,a seliidesti¡D uctlvc acci-

dent...¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(J)atrc,¡D ⁄M6194).

As regards substltution,kunisexuality is so abhorrcd l1,al !lc()l!!(!

cause a¡Bvhole variety of paraphilic substitutes,includil9g llcc!(,!9!!!!!i!.

honlosexuality,fetishisn9,hon,icide,paranoia,etc.

First of al1. the dangerous process of self¡˜ puni$!91llc!¡f t t⁄l !g,:¡' ¡D
it¡D (!

ofFby the kunisexuality taboo nlay be illustrated¡B vith YaIl(¡D !lti!!¡b ,t911¡D ¡B,
¡§

Tianqian II¡D leaven¡ƒ s puniShing hands¡f
¡ƒ¡ƒ

(1992).In thls¡B !¡j (¡f !l¡B I¡a )!v.¡D
¡¥

!¡D

¡D

and her younger brother,I¡D Iong,.re new ilrl¡j 9¡B igrants t()IIo!lu!(¡e ¡rn,: ¡D¡D
1¡D

¡D

is imarried and used to be a rn(¡B dical practltioner iil Milill!:iil(¡U ¡q ¡Ul¡§ !¡§

AFter coming to I¡D Iong I(ong al()ne successively,thc sil)!l!¡j g¡B ¡Ul¡B i¡B (¡D Il()t

been ablc to achleve their aimbitions and to integratc t!9clll¡B c!¡B ¡DC¡B lllt()

the connnnunity,and both are very nluch out ofsPirits¡D 1¡D ()dgl!¡f g lt,gcl!!cl

in a very sn9all rented room,they offer he!p.and relic1¡D t()c:lc¡U 9¡e ¡rI¡U 1cI¡D

()ne day,in the grip or passion,they have sex¡B vith cac:1(lt!icI. !¡D llcy

then beconle⁄h

¡B

.lll of guilt,feeling that they are¡D ¡Dshouldcril9g a klI9(l()1¡D

shan,e that is not tolerated by IIeaven aind:E.aitl1. . .that thcy¡B
¡B

i!ll,c

Struck.by lighining and split into two::lalves.. .¡B Vhat is gn::¡' Iiiig tlt

then9 is lmore the near ofl)eing trapp¡D ed in the n9.5!¡f oF sin th¡¥
¡B
I,ca¡u I¡f :l!
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desire¡ƒ
¡ƒ(128,iny ianslation).Hong,the flrst one to take the sexual

initiative,becon9es n9ost gloonly and en,aciated.Finally,Hong coni.

nlits suicide by slashing his¡B vrist. And the sister also kills herself by

hitting her head against a wall on the day her husbal1d and son con9e to

visit I¡D Iong Kol1g.¡¥
¡¥
IIeaven¡ƒ s punishing:!lands¡ƒ

¡ƒ
vividly exl,ose tlle dev-

ilish reatures¡C f the kunisexuality taboo in conten9porary society.The

horror and guilt produced by the taboo lays 
¡B
vaste the lives o¡u t¡B ¡ª,o

young and promising persons(cf.Masters,Pa¡“ er¡“ ¡¥ 328).Just as

pointed out by Masters,enJoying sex¡B
¡B
,ith one¡ƒ s close kin in itselfis not

harn,fu1.¡¥
¡§
£Fhe behaviour is danlagil1g,partly or entirely,because it is

so strongly prohibited.The forbidden act has been psychically charged

with a l<ind of toxic force that strikes at the psyche of the violator¡ƒ ¡ƒ

(19S).

Another example is Yi Shu¡ƒ sh,¡¥ 9e,J9a(1997).In this novel,the

heroine,Qiangse,is abandoned by her m.other during childhood.In her

father¡ƒ s house,Qiangse sufners a lot of maltreatment and contempt at

the hands of her paten9al grandiparents.¡B Vhen she is t¡B velve years old,

her ibther ma¡§ ies a business sƒæ
¡C

ng wo!llan known as Chen Yilo.Yilo

dotes on¡C iangse ve,much.When Qiangse is sixteen years old,Yilo

kels that her kannic affinl§fi t¡C

¡C

iangse,s htheris over,and she¥î lls in

love w¡D
,ith a university proness¡C r kno¢¾ 91 as Li Jiashang.(¡D

⁄@

oincidentally,

Qiangse,s father is killed in a trafflc accident.Yilo and Jiashang there-

nore l1larry each other,but they still support Qiangse,s schooling and

treat her as a good friend.Several years later,Yilo dics of cancer.()n

her deathbed,Yilo te¢” s Qiangse that¡C iangse and Jiashang will make a

perfect inatch, that she, 
¡D
Yilo, hopes the t¡B vo 

¡B
vill love each other as

husband and¡B
¡B

ife.¡U Qiangse and Jiashang do adore eacll other,but due to

public gaze,the pressure exerted by relatives and fiiends a¡D nd the aca-

denlic¡B vorld in which Jiashang is¡B vorking,and most in9portantly,due

to the guilty neelings ofthe t¡' ,o protagonists,they i9nally fail to beconle

a couple.In reality, the so.called kinship between Qiangse and

Jiashang is n1ore distant than ordinary step fat¡D her¡˜ step¡D daughter rela¡˜

tionships.Still,conln1on custonns and the super¡˜ ego will notleave then9

alone. Fronl this it can be seen how barbarous and unreasonable the

kunisexuality taboo is.What is the difference between it and the il1on.
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strous ethical code of the feudal period9

As showi in Huang Biyun¡ƒ s contempora,HOng K¡Cng sto,,
¡§

Shuangcheng yue¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(¡§ AM¡C
¡C

n of Two Cities¡¤ ),the repression¡C f

mot1¡Dler-son:kunisexuality could lead to fetishisni as a substitute.1¡D 91e

nia¡f or¡· etish ofXiangdong,the hero ofthe story,¡B £¾ho is a conteilporary

l“† ainlaind(¡D 9hinese young man,is old¡B vonlen¡ƒ s panties.Let us see ho¡B v

Xiangdong deals with the panties ofthe o1d woman Cao Qiqiao.

1Ie . . . 
¡B
ven.t up to the top of that falling, dangerous

building and¡¤ ,ith a f:shhook hooked up her faded scarlet

panties.I¡D Iaving hooked it up,he took.deep breaths of its

charnling smell¡C f death....I¡D lle whole of Clllna ls killing

itseli lle¡B vas excited and he e¡v aculated...Finally,he was

caught l)ya¡B vonnan.She had a red face and looked a l)oor

peasant. She hit hin,¡B vith a broorn:¡¥
¡¥
Son of a bitch,¡B vanna

steal n9y lady¡ƒ s garnlent!¡ƒ
¡ƒ
 Xiaingdong 1led helter-ske!ter,

but did not rorget to sh.elter his cal,1era¡B vith the panties,

which were now saturated With semen.(¡§ The Butterny

Hunter¡¤ 71,my translation)

1¡D1le fetish turns out to¡D be linked¡B vitll the maternal parent¡ƒ s body,

with her smell,and is a replacement brthe matemal parent(Kiel1 200).

Through masturbating with Cao Qiqia¡C
¡ƒ
s panties,Xiangdong copulates

in fantasy with her and,in tun1,with his mother,of whom Cao is a

representative.Xiangdong is closely attached to llis n¡f other in an un-

oonsciouS kun.isexual¡B vay.Al9d.in his childhood,he had the I9lisfortune

t¡C eye-‹– /itness ho¡B ¡‹his mother¡B vas denoun.ced,assaulted,and driven to

suicide by t1¡D le¡¥
¡¥
revolutionary¡ƒ

¡ƒ
niob during tlle Cultural Revolution:

What brings Xiangdong¡ƒ s mother and Cao Qiqiao to-

gether in tlle uncon.sciouS inlagillation of:X:iangdong is

precisely tlleir con9nlon llistory of suf¡· ering during the

(¡f ultural Revolution, their frail and dying look, and tlle

v/earing of a sinlilar kind ofprint.
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A.s sho9¡¥ n in¡¥
¡¥
Budie zhe¡ƒ

¡ƒ
(¡§ Butterny I¡D Iunter¡¤ ),an¡C ther story by

Iluang¡f Biyun,the repreSSlon ofkunisexual irl1pulses to¡B vards the l110th-

er could lead to psychotic serial killing as a substitute,too.TIle 1¡D lero of

the story is a young and educated(¡f hen I.¡‹ uyuan,¡Bvho rapes and niurders

¡B
/onlen, usually lniddle-aged, accoinplished 

¡B
von9en 

¡B
vhonl he also

happens to adn9ire.8 In n9y interpretation,¡e :hen Luyuan has been fixat¡˜

ed on tlle loss ofhis n1other,¡ƒ as sho¡B vn,aor exanlple,by his aeet ceasing

to grow after his nlother¡ƒ s death.Once reiiggered ofl:his infantile

depressive and persecutor,,ainxieties in the Kleinian.sense cannot be

controlled(cf.Klein Iove 344.45,369).Apah iom pining nor his

nnother,Xiangdong has probably also feltthat by passing a¡B vay,she is

ail99ing at penalizing and depriving hil19(355).In¡C rder to aend¡C ff the

depression in relation to the loss of the n1otller,persecutory apprehen-

sions 
¡B
vhich concentrated on the n9other stanlping hlim¡B vith the bad

father¡ƒ s penis(as represented by the oldish shoes¡B vonl by the mother)

have been redoubled and proJected onto other¡B von9en(366).In rene¡B val

of earlier circulnstan.ces of infantile disappointnlent by t1¡D le n10t1¡D ler,he

sadistically penetrates those wonlen as surrogateS ofthe bad nnother.A.t

the sanne tinle,he also adores those¡B /on9en because they represent for

hin,the idealized n9other.I¡D Io¡B vever,the idealized n1other-ITlistresses of

Chen Luyuan easily change into malevolent objects to be attacked,as

idealization is, to quote Klein, 
¡¥¡¥

a corollary to persecutory anxiety¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(¡¥ 9¡¥
,9c¡¥ ¡Dre¡¥ r ire9¡¥ t¡“ 9c¥É :/e9¡“ 217).

As sho¡Bvn in Ya Si¡ƒ s contenll)orary I¡D Iong I(ong stoIy,¡D
¡¥
Jian zhi¡ƒ

¡ƒ

(¡§ Paper¡˜ cut¡ƒ
¡ƒ
) repressed kunisexuality¡D could also lead to denlentia

praecox. The story is about Yao, a fen9ale nnental l)atlent obssessed

¡B
7ith ancient arts-I9a:p¡D er-cut and Can.tonese opera. Yao¡ƒ s father was

inJured in a trarlic accident.4£° ccording to(¡f hen iBingliang¡ƒ s interpreta-

tion,¡B ¡D¡Dao unconsciously¡B
¡B
,ants to tal¡q e her n,other¡ƒ s place in relation to

her father.She often iI99itates her n,other¡ƒ S postures.She orten talk.s to

a bird syn9bolizing her father¡ƒ sl)enis.In her day¡˜ drealms,she creates a

thin and handsonle nliddle-aged inan in a cotton robe and¡B vith a pair of

glasses¡B vith thin legs.She fantasiZes about lllarryil1g hilm and bearjng

his child.In reality,because of the kunisexuality taboo,she reJects her

suitor,1¡D luang,a fat1¡D ler-:£S gure¡Bvho unreservedly loves her,praises her

Kunisexuality(Incest)in Hong Kong Literature

¡·or her kindness,¡B ¡ª¡Dorries about her weakl9ess and isolation,and 1¡D 1opes

to support her.:For the sanle reason,she suppresses her o¡B vn sexuality.

When she reads a nlagazine¡B vith an article talking about sex iiivo-

lously,she gets so upset as to tear up the inagazine instan.tly,her hands

trenlbling. The failure of her fan,ily ro199ance is also in1:plied by:her

failure to string together plastic beads 
¡B
vitll a black.tllread lil(e her

nnother. This is because li¡C !n the Freudian l)oint of view, the black

tl1read synlbolizes the n9ole organ, aind the::1ole in tl9e nliddle of the

b¡Dead syn9¡Dbolizes the vagina.Atthe eind ofthe story,tlle author quotes a

(:antonese opera scene in¡B
¡B
rhich Princess Changping pierces her eyes

¡B¡B
¡Dlth a hairpin. It rel99inds the audience of oedipus blinding hin9self

upon learning the nact tl,at he::las killed his father and copulated¡B vith

his lmother.T¡D he allusion innplies that under the cultent social I99orality,

loving one¡ƒ s father sexually can only lead to tragedy(Chen:Bingliang

66-73).

CONCLUSION

Scientifi.c evidence, literary caSes, reason aind hulman interest

have rebutted nnost theories about the necessity of the¡D kunisexuality

taboo and prohibition. Just as pointed out by Masters, 
¡B
vhatever itS

initial purl)ose,the kul9isexuality taboo and ban are no¡B v iimplanted in

i91ythical concepts about¡D ¡Dthe blood¡ƒ
¡ƒ
;kunisexuality is¡¥

¡¥
evil on a l1leta-

physical level¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(P6£k tt,r¡“ ¡¥ 198).And the dan9age done by the taboo and

prohibition is greater than the advantages derived.The only beneflt of

the kunisexuality taboo and prohibition is the possible prevention of

people¡Bvho are already psychologioally in9n9ature frorn becon9ing even

lmore inEantile!y attaclled to their close kin as their syn9biotic unions

with their kin could b¡D e stre!1gthened¡D by tlle legitinnate adding of genital

connponent.I¡f ut the disadvantageS are plenty and grave.1¡D he l(unisex-

tlality l)rollibltion il1 la¡B
¡B
, 

¡B¡B
¡D¡Dould atrociously t9reak apart kunisexual

lovers and cruelly ruin their future,¡B vhether in erotic lilt or in career.

£Fhls¡B vill detract llonn society¡ƒ s uSerul energy ratherthan add to it.¡D rhe

kunisexual horror in l91ind and in culture could cause all kinds of unde-

served conscious and unconscious sell-punishl1lent and a¡B vhole variety

o¡u paraphilia.¡i Jltil9lately,as pointed otlt by Marc Shell,pronessor¡C
¡u
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colmparative literature at I¡D Iarvard I.Jniversity, the danger of inank:ind

being eradicated by waris so imminentin ourtime asto make usjusti-

iably wollder whether tlle threat posed by:kunisexuality is more seri-

ous than the dainger that if¡B ve still do notlove each other as equals,our

whole kind will beconle extinct.l¢X

In a¡B vord,our conclusion,as dra¡B ¡¥ll fronl scienti11c research,fron9

reason and hunlan interest,and fion¡f tlle al¡f .alysis of1¡D iong.Kollg litera.

ture,is tllat provided that society is not harnled and given consent on

the part of the parties il1volved,inature individuals should be allowed

to freely decide what to do¡B vith their o¡B vn flesh sexually.In order to

protect this basic hunlan.rightll the kunisexuality prohibition in la¡B v

should be relaxed.When the kunisexuality prohibitio!l is relaxed,we

would still,to use Masters¡ƒ
¡B
vords,¡¥

¡¥
be free,on a positive,rational basis,

to pron1ote sexual self.regulation¡B vithin the hon¡f e;and¡B
¡B
,e¡B vould have

forfeited notlling in the¡B vay of punitive po¡B vers to be exercised against

rapists and exploiters¡¤ (P¡¥ 9¡§ er¡“ ¡¥200).N¡C netheless,in order to avoid

the danger of intensi9ing characterological regession,actual kuni-

sexua1¡Dbehaviour should be confined by la¡B v to those 
¡B
vho are¡D psy-

chologically lmature and responsil¡r le.As for¡B vho to ascertain¡B vho is

psycl1ologically flt for kunisexuality and ho¡B v to ascertain it,they nlust

be given nurther thought and discussed in n1ore detail in the future.

But sin9ply relaxing the legal prohibition is not enough.In order

to avoid pathogenic consequences of repressing kunisexual impulses,

the cultural and psycho!ogical taboo on ikunisexuality should¡D be lifted

and the ruinous,superStition¡D based conception of kunisexuality gradu-

ally ren1oved tllrough proper sex education.

To round up the discussion,it nlay not be inappropriate to qtlote

Zhou Xian again: Kunisexuality is ¡§
in fact sonlething bet¡B veen t¡D ¡¤¡D¡Do

adults and it does not affect the public.¡B Vhy sllould¡B ve perinit hon9o-

sexuality but opl)oSe incest¡ƒ The ans¡B
¡B

,er is...social n¡C rn9s and regu¡˜

lations which defy science and logic¡¤ (6,my translation).

KunisexualiW(Incest)9n Hong K¡C ng Litcrature

NOTES

l ASI)ointed outl)y Johnson and:Price-¡B Villiann.s,falnily conlplex

stories are the¡¥
¡¥
volce of the un.conScious,¡ƒ

¡ƒ
reflecting t1¡D le ten.sion be-

t¡' ,een incestuous ilnpulses and cultural rgsiicti¡C ns(l02-03).

2(¡¥
Incestus,¡ƒ

¡ƒ
the Latin origin of¡¥

¡¥
incest¡ƒ

¡ƒ
Suggests ln9purity and

non-chasti,.Als¡C ,Don James writes in hls b¡C ¡C
k,I99e Sex¡§ aJ¡ì 9¡“ £c¡¥,/¡B

t:/¡· :¡¥
¡¥
Today thc¡Bvord lncest has assumed such a negative connotati¡C n,

as a result o¡u the great tab¡C
¡C

t1lat it breaks,tllat a large portion of the

populace condenln.sitas so ab¡C mina¡Dble thatit nlust not even.be thought

a¡Dbout or discussed.Iinoest is the unthillkable,the absolutely f¡C rbidden,

the conlpletely unnatural and perhaps the cardinal sin of sex¡ƒ
¡ƒ(qtd.in

Brown 325).
JK!t⁄M

9iS old G¡C thic,imeaning kin.
4 The¡· ollowing is a dialogue between¡B ru Manzhu,a doctor of

philosophy in biology and Fang Wei,a chair professor of history.
¡¥¡¥
The probability of ch.ildren of kunisexual union having¡C bvi-

ous physical denect is abou.t0.l to l per cen.t....¡ƒ
¡ƒ

¡§
I al19!1ot ta1¡· king about kunisexuality bet¡B v¡Deen one nlan aind¡C ne

v/oinan but a¡B vllole clan eingaged contilluouSly in kunisexual,

ity for generations.¡ƒ
¡ƒ

¡§¡D
rllat depe¡D nds on whetl9er there is a defect in t1leir genes¡C r not.

lF tllere is,then the genetic defect‹–
rill continually enlarge un¡˜

til the chance of giving¡D birtll to defornled,idiotic children is

very large-ll19til tlle d.efective genes are all elinlinated;

anotller posslbility is until the¡B vI1ole clall becon9es extinct.

¡B

Vllich of the two situations¡B vill ocour depends on ho¡B v large

the genetic defect ofthat clan is.¡ƒ
¡ƒ

¡§
Wllat iftlle genes of the clan are with¡C ut defect9¡ƒ

¡ƒ

¡¥¡§
£Fhen it lnust be t1¡D le exanlple of tlle¡D Ptolen9y fal1lily.¡ƒ

¡ƒ

¡·¡·
...V£‰hat irthey::lave survlved til!today9¡ƒ

¡ƒ

¡¥¡¥
Their offspring should¡D becon,e l19ore and lmore outstanding,in

the sail¡B e¡Bvay that a pure bred 1¡D 1orse¡Bvhose paternal and nna¡˜

terl9al origins are both outstandlng sl1ould gallop faster than
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both its i¡B ather an.d nnother.. .(:ontinuous close breeding im¡˜

p1¡Doves the genes of the o¡u nspring contintlously and easily

gives rise to nlutation orthe genes....¡ƒ ¡ƒ

Fan Weithen understands.. .the S¡C n ofI¡D )u:Xinziis not a f¡D ieak

butthe n.rst i1.en9ber ofa ne¡B v species ofn9ankind developed¡D by
evoI¡B ¡§ion!(Zhou Xian l:193¡˜ 99,my translation)

¡ìWoIf(I995)based his vie¡B v on three grounds:

Firsl!y, Wolf had researched for n9any years into tlle

child.bride (a girl taken into (he failily as a daughter-in-

!aw¡˜ to¡˜ be)marital system in some nlral areas oFTaiwan.He

discovered that although the child¡˜ bride shared her childhood

9¡D
,ith her husband,their rate of divorce and ext1¡D

a-l19arital rela-

tionship is relatively high. I¡D ¡ao¡Bvever,Just as pointed out by

¡B

it,rstein and Zhou Xian,the indifft¡D rent rela¡a ionship¡D bet¡B veen

the c¡j ,ild¡˜ bride and her husband nnay have arisen n¡D onn indig¡D

nal,t disp:casure or persistent il! 
¡B
vill at being d.riven in¡B ¡Dol¡˜

untarily into a marriage as a child(Murstein 24:Zhou Xian 4).

T¡C 9r¡C ve that hunian beings have a natural aversion to sex

¡B
vith close relatives 

¡B¡B
.¡D¡Dho have lived 

¡B
vith the!,l since their

childhood,one has to start¡B Vith free love am(,ngst innnates

and almongst near neighbours(Zhou Xian 4).

Wo!¡u has a!so given tl,ought to this, so he quotes in his

¡B
vork tl9e Israel anthropologlst¡B JoSeph Shepner¡ƒsi¡D esearch and

survey o£F Kibbutz(¡B VolF 436-438).Kibbutz is a kind of co:

lective settlel19ent or cornnlune-like children¡ƒ s horne in Israe1.

Ul¡B til recently in Israe!,children ionl different Ealmilies were

assigned to the care ofI(ibbutz soon after bll¡a h.These chil¡˜

dre:1 grew up and studied together unti!they graduated fiorl,

hig!,schoo1.Shep¡· er(1983)dis¡C
¡C

vered iion,his research and

survey th6lt these l)e()ple rarely n,allied or e¡B ,en lell ii9 1ove

¡B
vith each other (¡¥ 1-¡¥ 2). 

¡B
Volr thus tllinks that Sheplcr¡ƒ s

i¡B :1dlng suppol1s 

¡B

Vesternnarck¡ƒ s hyl)othesis. ()n the other

hand,Yehudi Cohen(1998)thinks that kunisexual avoidance

ai99ongst the I(ibbutz children has been exaggerated. ¡Drhe
ge!9tIine reason¡B Vhy the I(1bbutz children rare!y!¡j ,arried each
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other is: n9ost of then,, out o¡u patriotisn9,¡v oined the arn9y

upon graduation ar¡C in.the high schoo1. and 
¡B
vere thus scat-

tered far apart and deprived ofthe opportunity to mari¡f 7 each

other(73-4).

In addition,¡B Volf(1995)als¡C argues that tl9e kunisexuality

taboo is natural on the g¡D round tllat pril91ates seldoIn.engage

themselves in kunisexual intercourse. The author of this

pap.er¡B however,thinks tl9at this ground is irrelevant.¡‹ £Fhat

aninials do not do sol1¡· ething does no¡D t n9ean that hun9ans

¡B
vill not do it or should not do it.For instance,prin9ates do

not¡B Vrite acaderllic articles,but hurnans do.
6 For exal91ple,in Greek nlythology,the first generation of gods

which ruled the world consisted o¡u Uranus(the G¡Cd ofthe Sky)and his

m.other cun9¡B vire Gaea(the G¡C ddess of the Earth).Subsequently,be-

cause IJranlls treated llis wine and children too tyrannically,his s¡a 9n,

(:¡B hronos,scized a:1 oI9po.rtunity to castrate hin9,ustlrp his lhr(9nc.an(!

lnarry hiS mother Gaea and his sister Rhea.Chro19os turned(9ut t¡C bc a¡B

despotic as his father.()ut ofJealousy of his sons,he devoured a!!19ls

sons but the youngest son,Zeus,¡B vho¡Bvas fortun.ate ellough to be rcs-

cued in tin,e by his lmother. When Zeus gre¡' ,, up and becaime lul!

fledged, he norcei¡D ully overthre¡B v, chased a¡B vay (9hronos, enthroncd

himself,raped¡j ,is m.other,Gaea,and n9a9ied his younger si¡B ier,Hera.

Such exan9:):es are nol lacking in Cl9inese history either.ror instance¡B

during the Northem and Southem Dynasties(420-589A.D.),Liu

Yilong,the enlI9eror of Sung,¡B vas nnurdered by his son,Liu Shao.Soon

after tllis patricidal nlurderer ascended the throne,¡D h.e wasin tur!9 killed

and usurped by his younger¡D brother, Liu Jun.I¡‹ iu Jun¡B vas not only

brutal,but he also had sex¡B vith his n¡D 10ther,Madan9e Lu(¡B ¢…
¡D
ei:Xiu l994:

2140-44).In addition,Yang Guang,also murdered his i«˚ ¡f9er-Yang

Jian¡B the irst en,pcror o¡u the Sui Dynasty(581¡_ 6¡j 8A.l).).usurped his

iathei¡D ¡Ds thr¡C ne,and forced his father¡ƒ s concubine,¡B 4adanne Xuanhua,

to be his o¡B vn concubine.
¡D
£Fhe()edipal then9e is also colmn9on in¡B ¡ª,orld literature.The an¡˜

cient Greek iagedy,O¥l ¡“9P9SR¡¥¡¥,is a h pical examp!e.And in Zhou

Xian¡ƒ s7¡D⁄Ł¡¥,£‰,,c(,6⁄F ⁄Łr:tr¡¥ ,¡“ t,I)u iXinzi and his younger sister give birth to
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they becan¡f e very rel9¡f orsenul after the patricide. In order to redeen9

their sin and to avoid nurther lllurderous st¡D nlggles alilong thel91selves,

they renounced all tl,e¡B
¡B

,on¡B en in the horde,¡B
¡B
¡Dho had been possesSed by

the prirllal nather(iilcltlding the so!ls¡ƒ n9others and sisters).¡D This kind o£F

experience  and  el99otion  has  since  then  been  handed  do¡B vn

phylogenetically fro191 generation to generation,aornning the adan9ant

kunisexuality taboo(204-06).The antlllopologist,(¡f .P.A4urdocl(re¡˜

gards this theo,of Freud¡ƒ s as wild iantasy(Meiselman 9).N¡C nethe-

less,in bo.th history and n9ytho1ogy,the i!9stance of a prince killing his

despot.nather and usurping his throne and¡B vives is not rare.¢X It thus

seen¡f s that Freud¡ƒ s theory cali really account for the unnan9ab!e and

un1¡Deasonable ¡ƒ¡¥
kuniphobia¡ƒ

¡ƒ
 (excessi¡B ,e fear of kunisexuality) on the

parl o¡u huI,9an beings.IIo¡B vever,even thougl9 the kunisexuality taboo

and pro19ibitio¡j 9¡Bvere probably Justified in their orlgin,il does not ne.

cessarily n¡C ll¡C

¡B
v that(hey are still¡f ustil9ed no¡B v.¡D

¡D
£Fo nollo¡B v the Freudian

scenario.the ktlnisexuality taboo is JuSt a denense¡D nlechanisin adopted

by n¡f ankind in the infantile stage of history against their anlbivalence

to¡B vards their closest kin. No¡B
¡B
, that the tinles and conditions are

changed and that l,9ank:ind is becon9ing l19uch n1ore nlature,envy nnd

¡vealousy of close kin n9ay be resolved by reason,and blind suPpressi¡C n

oF kunisexuality is no longer necessary.

Regarding sexual jealousy and role con¡· tlsion,Malinowski and

¡B

¡D¡Dleise!n9an thil1k that kunisexuality 
¡B
v()uld introduce sexual Jealotls:y

and rivalry into the fanlily,connuse generations,:dentities,and roles,

there¡D by disorganizing the fan9ily and shaking the n¡C undation ofsociety

(¡B ¡ieiselman 9,ll).In his A¡‹ i¡¤ gJ9,,,i(¡ì cx⁄f
¡C
!Ta9oo.,,1991),Ng¡B Ian¡˜

lun puts it even n1ore bluntly:the kunisexualt¡· boo originated fro,m the

selfish¡B vill of the parents to prevent young and strong thieves¡B vithin

the house-the children-nronl snatching a¡B vay their spouse.The older

gelleration therenore nlade la¡B vs against kunisexuality to Protect then¡f -

selves(.lS).In resp¡C nse to the issue o£F  sexualJealousy¡B vithin the fan,-

ily,¡B Iasters points ou(that ifthe kunisexuals are mature.independent

and resPonsible persons,then the(hreat posed by kunisexuality to the

¡·al,1ily¡B vill not be n10re serious than that by an ordinary extra-nnarital

affair(Patterns 7).Similarly,Ng Man¡˜ lun thinks ifa couple¡ƒ s relation.
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ship is deep and¡D nrn1.they need in.ot¡B v¡Crry about external tenlptation.

()n tlle contrary,if their relationshiP is in itself⁄F
9roblenlatic,then any¡˜

thing-such as prostitution.,the co!I9I)uter, even.tlle broadcast of tlle

¡B

Vor:d Cup,n¡C tJust l(uniseXuality-nlay affect it.A.go¡C
d literary ex-

aimple is Huang Haoyl¡ƒ sm¡Cvie.Ici¡B ¡§(T9li¡“ ider¡B to¡‹ ¡D¡¤,1996),an adap-

tatlon¡C fC:a¡C Yu¡ƒ s¡DEarly Republican play¡C fthe sallle title.In the filn¡f ,

tl¡B e¡Bvealthy entrepreneur,Zh¡C uP¡Cyuan fell in love¡' /ith the!naid¡C
¡u

his

house, Shiplng, 
¡B
vhen tlney 

¡B
vere young. After giving birth.t¡C  t¡B v¡C

sons⁄@:⁄A hou :Ping and I)ahai-Shiping ¡B
¡ª¡ƒas chased a¡B vay by Z:hou

Poyuan¡Bs si¡f

¡C

¡D
bbish.n10ther. and it ¡B¤â¡ƒ

¡C
S ruinoured tl1¡D t she dro¡B

¡B
¡‹ned

herself¡· fter¡B
¡B
rards. Zh¡C u I¡ƒ

¡C
yuan c¡C uld never lorget Shiping; aller

inarrying the fair!ady,Fanyi.every nigllt,he still slept alone in a small

⁄F
¡C¡C

li9¡B Vhere a phot¡C and things left behind by Shiping¡B
vere kept.For

seventeen years, Zhou P¡C yuan only executed hls bedro¡C ln duty to

Fanyi¡C nce.I)uring daytin9e,Z:hou¡· Poyuan¡· l¡B vays treated r¡D anyi indil:

6trently. When s¡D he expressed l¡B er disc¡C ntents, he ¡·orced her to the

psychiatrist and ta¡D ke n9edicine.Finally,Fanyi¡ƒ s patience¡B
¡B
,as¡B vorn out

and she to¡C k the initiative to cngage in kuniseXuality¡'
¡‹ith her steP-son

Zhou Ping.

More¡Cver, in our n9¡C delm denn¡Ccratic S¡C ciety, paternalisi⁄F l, in

¡B¡B
,hloh parents oppress chi!dren and the¡C Ider generati¡C n cn.slaves the

younger generation, 1las already been regarded 
‹–/ith Contenlpt. 

¡‹
I¡D he

inodenl conce¡D pti¡C n¡C
¡u

a harii9¡C ⁄FliouS fanlily is¡C ne in¡B
¡B
¡Dhicl1.parents and

cllildren,especially gro¡B vn up children,treat each.¡C ther as g¡C
¡C

d nriends

instead oflnasters and slaVes.N¡C doubt,the selfiSh psychology¡C f the

parents involved in the kunisexuality tab¡C
o has al¡B

¡B
,ays eXisted, as

pointed out by Ng¡B lan-lun.But Ng¡¥ 1lso s:lys tl¡B at the Social¡B velfare fof

th.e aged has been steadily illlproving in recent years.¡B
Vhen the elders

enjoy a Sense of security.they need not¡B
vorry ab¡C ut their pr¡C perty

being snatched avvay by their¡C
rfspring.

The I¡D 1¡Cng K.ong literary¡B
,.ork¡' ¡‹hich l99¡C st boldly subvels the

hierarchy baltier in kunisexu¡C lity imust be Jin Yong¡B sT¡¤ c Cer£c sria⁄F

Eag9e a¡¤6i r⁄Ł e C999,,¡D 6ro¡§ s Co!¡i ,9ie(1¡ƒ ¡ƒ1).In(his famous Kungfll novel,

t¡D he her¡C ,Ya¡Dng Guo,and the heroine,Snlall I)ragon-girl,are n¡C
t related

by bl¡C
¡C

d ata!1.But¡B
¡B
7hen¡B/ang is thirteen or n¡C u!teen years¡C ld,he is
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a super-hunlan,I)u:Bing.:But,as I)u:E9ing has a huge head and a sliln

body,tlley think they have given birtll to a defornied child,and tlley

in9Inediately ordered their old servantto destroy the baby,just as Laius

ordered a servantto kill h.is son,()edipus,as soon as the latter¡B vas born.

¡i.9nexpectedly,the old servant,being too kind-hearted to carry out the

order,actually¡D brings ul)the boy.When I)u:Bing gro¡B vs u¡D p,he designs

a plan to rorce his father to con¡f n¡f lt Suicide in order to reveinge hin9self.

I)u Bing also develops a sexual love relationsllip 
¡B
vith his younger

sister,I9uiXue.¡D £Fhe widespread occurrence offalmily con¡f p!ex nolktales

has been analyzed extensively by John.son.and Price-¡B Villiallls in their

book,O¡¥¡“£p¡“¡¥£mt9¡“ ,iro¡§ ,(1996),t¡C
¡C

.All these are corroborative

evidence ofFreud¡ƒ s totenl and taboo theory.
¡ƒAfter looking into three hundred kunisexual relationships,

¡B¡B

7arren Faiiell(1991¡r found that¡§ aimong:nutually consenting adults

aln1ost ninety-nine percent of the relationships¡B vere reported as posi-

tive¡ƒ
¡ƒ

(335).
«ä

Let uS!ook at an excerpt fronl tl9e story:

Mun9 was a prinlary school teacher, 
¡B
vearing an oldish

greyish cheongsan,and a pair o¡u oldish thick-heeled leather

shoes. I¡D ler hair had tumed 
¡B
vhite since she was a young

won9ar1.

I¡D Ie called her in tlle pitch:dark coi1¡D ldor,She turned on the

lan9p,sn9iled at hii91,and begall to n9ark.assignl99entS under

the lan1,.

I:)ad¡B vas an accountant,¡B vho¡Bvore an o!d suit for all sea-

sons . . . 
¡¥¡¥
Your dad has run away. I don¡ƒ t thinl(he¡ƒ ll ever

conle back,¡ƒ
¡ƒ

said lmu!l1.under tl9e lan1:p.
¡§

Yes.¡¤

¡e:hen Luyuan continued to out ShoeS in cllildren¡ƒ s con9ic

book.s...¡B lany years later,he could ren9en9ber t1¡D lat nlu1¡D n did

not ta¡· k.e olI¡D her shoes when she¡B
¡B
.,ent to bed that night. I¡D le

dreanlt of his n1other going to stal19p llinl to death while dad

vv,as listening to radio at the end ofthe coltidor.

After inunl died, Chen i.⁄@ uyuan¡ƒ s feet suddenly ceased

gro¡B
¡B
,ing. I¡D Ie only grew tall, and always found it hard to
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nlaintain balan.ce¡B vhen stainding.

IIe thought the rest ofllis life¡B vas little n9ore than tottering

and stunibling in a pitch-dark.co!Tidor.

He was eighteen when he killed the irst woman..At that

time,he had just leftthe orphanage and hadjust been admit¡˜

ted to the School of La¡B v because ofhis outstanding acaderl9ic

results(Huang Biyun,¡¥
¡¥
The Butter£S y Hunter¡ƒ

¡ƒ
 152-53,rl,y

translation)....

()n this piece of bloody land, 19e has nol:nd a hun,¡D ble

standpoint. I¡D lere,here, no one could reJect hin9 or forsake

him(62,my translation)....

I¡v Ie inadly peneiated her.¡‹ £Fo sol19e eXtent,corpse,whore,

mistress,mother were allthe same.(176,my translation)
¡ƒ¡D¡D

Fhis story subverts the positive ilmage of the traditional Cllinese

filial son,echoing the phenomenon in An9erican movies that n1other-

attached nlen are usually psyc:hotic kil!ers, e.g., in P9¡f ,c9969 and 7¡D ⁄Oc

&¡‹ ¡¥¡“re o/¡· ⁄Dc Ia¡“ t.

i¢X

 In fact, both the West and tlle East have so!9¡f e traditiollal

thoughts¡B vhich tly to query the distinction bet¡B veen kin and non-kin,

and the reliability of blood relat10nship as a criterion of kinshi,

(:hristianity has al¡B ¡ª,ays taught peoPle that all ofthenn are brotllcrs all(¡U

sisters ofone another.¡§ All ye are brethren¡¤ (Matt.23.8:o¡u She!!4¡B !l)

ln¡§ Yan yuan¡¤ in t¡§ ⁄M99(E¡¤ £c D9arecri¡§ ),it is also said,¡§
¡B
Vi⁄s in llnc

four seas,all lnen are brothers.¡ƒ
¡ƒ

Two Ilong K.ong novels⁄@ Zhong Xiayang¡ƒ s £!̂/?¡§ ¡¤ :¥[ ¡§¡“,¡¥
,¡ƒ

(/

Rg¡Dret⁄F 69t⁄F e tegt,⁄M 6r, 1¡ƒ 96)and Jin¡B 6ong¡ƒ s F9a99⁄l r,¡“ g¡¤ a¡¤ ¡§ (79,c¡ì t,9¡¤ 9⁄@

go¡¥ ⁄F¡¥¡D¡¥t¡“ ¡“ r¡ƒ 9(,Se¡“ ,9⁄@Jevil9, I991)-respectively query the distinction

between kin.and non.kin and the relia¡D bility ofblood relationship as the

criterion or kinship.

T¡Dhrough its convoluted and cornplicated plot,/Re¡¥ g¡Dr(,¡§ at⁄F ¡¥,teg-

c¡“ ¡“ (I996)renects and commendsthe Hindu or New Age thoughtthat

all n9ortal beings are essen.tially part of an integrated¡B vhole. At one

point,Yiping,the hero ofthe llovel,con9es to thil1k that:

For hal¡u ofhis life,it seenled,he had been going round and

round¡Bvith these few people in the sanle room...Yu Zhen,
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IIuang Jingyue,Jingyao,Jinzuarl,Baozuan,Shi I¡D Iongdi,even

Cheng 1¡DIan-at this n1on9ent,for these new pe¡C ple,his bosol19

¡B
vas filled¡B ¥z¡¥ith a strearn ofaffection that is an9oral,non-erotic

and ulldefinable,as ifthey¡B vere all his incarnations¡B vith dif-

ferent appearances.(241,translation). . . .¡ƒ I¡u hey looked like

£Sve siblings existing together in hal9mony(287,my transla-

tion).

Al19ong all the above characters,there¡B vas a subtle relationshil).

The father of Yipil1g and the n1other of Jinzuan and Baozuan 
¡B
vere

siblings,but Yiping n9an¡D ied then,succeSSively,in defiance ofthe tra¡˜

ditional(:hinese taboo against paternal cousins lllari,ing each other;

Jingyao was the adopted brother of Jinzuan,1)ut he seduced and ilm.-

pregnated her; on the surface, (9heng 1¡D Ian was a chauffeur of the

I¡D Iuang¡ƒ s,but he turned out to be the half brother of Jinzuan and,at a

certain stage,Yiping even nlistakenly thoughtthat he and Jinzuan had

had sex with each other w¡D ithout k.no¡B ving tl9eir¡D blood relation to each

other. . . .!É\ t the sanle tinle,the above characters also synnbolize the

n1ortal beings;Yiping regarded thel11 to be incarnationS of hiniself of

difrerent looks,Just as I¡D lindu and the Ne¡B v Age thought consider tlle

n1ortal beings-including the good and the bad-to be essentially one

single entity,i.e.,a!lin one,one in al1.

Jin Yong¡ƒ s 7;99¡¥ ¡ì¡¥,,,9-gods a⁄M ¡“ ⁄F99e Sc,,,,¡˜ 6¡ƒeV97¡B also qucries the

position of consanguinity as the boundary of Il9an¡D iage tllrough expos.

ing the indeterlllinability ofbiological parenthood.

In E9,e Sc,,9t¡˜ g¡¥,a,a⁄M 6J r/9¡¥ ¡ìe,,99⁄@ ¡¥r¡¥ ,v,ƒæ (1991),Duan Yu,the

cro¡B Vn prince ofl:)ali KingdoIn during the Southern Song I)ynasty,has

succeSsive!y associated with quite a fe¡B v girl¡˜ fiiends⁄@ :Z.hong I..ing,Mu

Wanqing,¡BVang¡Bruyan⁄@but each tiim.e he invariably discovered that

they 
¡B
vere illegitilm.ate daug1¡D lters o¡u his proiniscuous father, I)uan

Zhengchun. Atthe end o¡u t1¡D le day,llo¡B vever,I)uan Yu actually discov-

ered that he was notthe natural son of his Duan Zhengchun(It seems

that the author, Jin Yong, llas deliberately l99ade this the:karn9ic re-

tribution for Duan Zhengchun¡ƒ s Prolniscuity,in accordance with the

Buddhist idea of kalllla.)Fr¡C ill thiS W¡D e can see the absurdity o£F taking

blood relation.ship as the¡B vatershed ofrnarriage-you think that as that
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person is not your sister,yoll can n9arry her?()kay,she is actually an

illegitin,ate daughter oF your father who hides her identity nroIm y¡C u.

You think that as that person ls your father¡ƒ s lost daughter,you cannot

nlarry her9 okay,you yourself actually are not your father¡ƒ s natural

son.¡D I¡D he situation is siinilar to that in the co⁄F nedy,/⁄H :999g¡D .¡“ ¡“ £N
¡u
o K9,9g,

conlposed by Bcaun9oIlt and Fletcherin l611.In the play,Albaces fb.lls

in passionate love¡B
¡B

lth:Panthea,¡B vhonl he believes to be his lost blood

sister.I)ue to the kunisexuality ta¡D boo,they aln10st have to die for their

love.:Fortunately,atthe end ofthe day,Arbaces discovers that::le is not

the natural son of his king¡˜ father.()nly then can the t¡B vo lovers lmarry

each other happily.
li According to t1¡D

le¡¥
¡¥
I)eclaration of Sexual R.ights¡ƒ

¡ƒ
Inade by the

World Association for Sexology in 1999,every hui91an being should

have the rightto¡¥
¡¥
express their full sexual potential¡ƒ

¡ƒ
and to establish a!l

¡§
types o£F  responsible sexua:associations¡ƒ

¡ƒ
provided that their sextla!

iieedonl does notinvolve¡§ sexual coercion,exploitatlon and abusc¡ƒ
¡ƒ

¡B
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